
New Hartley Housing Development Liaison Group 

Notes of the meeting held on Friday 12th February 2021 

Present: 

Cllr S Dungworth and Simon Potts – Seaton Valley Council 

Geoff Horseman and Claire Foster – NCC Planning 

John Barrell and Jill Henderson – Community Representatives 

Stephen Woolridge (Technical Director) and Jason King (Senior Engineer) – Barratt Homes 
North East. 

 

Item discussed Action 
  
1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr K Collier and Darren Tyler had 

submitted their apologies.  
 

 

  
2. Notes of meeting held on 29th January 2021. 

The notes were accepted as a true record. 
  

 

3. Action points from previous minutes 
 
Delivery Hours – some improvement has been made but there are 
still occasions where deliveries are made outside of permitted hours. 
On Tuesdays, two tankers arrive early and then park up waiting for 
permission to offload – can they be told to arrive later or park up 
outside the village? 
 
 
 
 
Whilst not a delivery matter it has also been noted that one of the 
contractor’s workmen is parking on the pavement outside Hester 
Gardens. Jill agreed to send a photo to Stephen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signage –  signage is now in place although there would appear to 
be a number of problems with missing signs, illegal signs, the way 
signs are mounted and poorly placed signs. 
 
After a long discussion, Barratt’s representatives accepted that 
improvement was needed and asked John Barrell to documents his 
thoughts on the matter. John has done this and forwarded his 
recommendations to both Barratts and NCC Planners. 

 
 
Stephen 
Woolridge – 
further 
instructions to be 
issued to 
contractors 
 
 
Stephen 
Woolridge – to 
notify contractor 
and suggest 
workmen use 
Memorial Hall 
Car Park if the 
site car park is 
full 
 
 
Stephen 
Woolridge – to 
review J Barrell’s 
proposals and 
implement 
changes as 
necessary. 
 



 
Geoff Horseman reminded everyone that the signage plans have not 
been agreed by NCC as yet and that he is liaising with Highway’s 
colleagues (Kevin Mavin) to try to expedite this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mud on Road –  questions were raised about the quality of road 
cleaning and whilst is was accepted that the road sweeper is now 
cleaning the road to the east of the railway line both Jill and John 
said that the roads around the site are often dirty and that the paths 
had not been touched. 
 
There were further discussions about the need for a mechanical 
wheel cleaner to be located on site but Stephen felt that this was not 
necessary and reminded everyone that the Construction 
Management Plan doesn’t require this – a wheel cleaner is only 
required as necessary. Residents, Councillors and NCC Planners put 
forward the view that this is the very weather when a mechanical 
wheel cleaner is required. 
 
Jason said that he felt that the road is being cleaned to an 
acceptable standard but others disagreed. Stephen said that he 
would be visiting the site next week and would review the matter 
then. 
 
 
During the discussion about the need for a mechanical wheel washer 
Jason said that a machine may be able to be brought on site once 
the stage 1 roads are in place. This led to a request for an updated 
site programme and Jason agreed to provide such a programme 
asap. 
 
 
 
Narrow Section of Road on St Michaels Avenue – action on 
removing centre line is still outstanding. Signage requirements were 
addressed in previous agenda item 
 
 
Site Drainage Issues – this matter still continues to be the most 
contentious issue. Barratts have submitted additional drawings but 
these appear to be at odds with temporary measures already in 
place/agreed. 
 
There was some discussion about early works carried out by the 
contractors having polluted the pond in the north east corner of the 
site i.e. before the mitigating measures were put in place. Jill agreed 
to send photographs of trenches being cut out well before the straw 
bales were put in place. 
 
Geoff Horseman asked when the works to install a temporary pipe( to 

 
Geoff 
Horseman – to 
seek views of 
Highway 
colleagues on 
updated signage 
proposals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen 
Woolridge; to 
review quality 
and method of 
road cleaning at 
scheduled site 
visit. 
 
Immediate 
arrangements to 
be made to clean 
paths. 
 
 
Jason King – 
update site 
programme and 
distribute to 
group. 
 
 
 
Jason 
King/Kevin 
Mavin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen 
Woolridge to 
ask Chris Blair to 
urgently liaise 
with NCC 
Planners on this 
matter with a 



break through the bunding) and the creation of a swale (with 
connecting gullies) down the whole eastern side of the development 
was going to happen 
 
 
The discussions got pretty fractious at this point culminating in the 
Chair (Cllr Dungworth) asking Geoff Horseman to discuss with his 
Director of Planning in time for the next meeting about the possibility 
of enforcement action being taken to temporarily close the site 
pending all outstanding conditions being resolved. Geoff agreed to 
hold such discussions but said that he would much prefer to reach 
agreement with Barratts without the need to revert to enforcement 
action. 
 
Stephen said that Barratts are doing all they can to resolve the site 
drainage issues and that Chris Blair and he would work with NCC 
planners to resolve the outstanding issues on this matter. 
 
 
Site Compound – Geoff Horseman informed the meeting that 
Barratts had submitted amended documents relating to this matter 
but said that amendments did not make any provision for moving the 
proposed permanent site compound.  
 
Geoff feels that the compound needs to be moved further east and 
north to be far enough away from both St Michaels Avenue and 
Seaburn View and reminded the meeting that the original proposed 
location for the compound was in the south east corner of the site.  
 
Stephen and Jason said that their advisors felt that the compound 
was far enough away from residential properties in its proposed new 
location (north/central west). 
 
Geoff Horseman said this is another major issue that needs to be 
resolved before the outstanding planning conditions relating to the 
approval can be signed off. 
 
Gulley Bags – residents noted that full gully bags appear to have 
been left on St Michael’s Avenue near the entrance to Red House 
Farm. 
 

view to resolving 
the issues within 
a short 
timescale. 
 
Geoff 
Horseman – 
consider 
possibility of 
formal 
enforcement 
action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen 
Woolridge – 
urgent 
discussions to be 
held with NCC 
planners to see if 
a suitable 
compromise can 
be reached. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen 
Woolridge – to 
investigate and 
arrange removal 

4. Any new issues 
•  Forest Walk/Church Fields – Cllr Collier has had 

discussions with the Head Teacher at New Hartley First 
School and was informed that NCC rejected the original 
name for the development in favour of Church Fields. With 
regard to the grant for the Mud Hut, the Head Teacher was 
under the impression that a donation of £1,000 was going to 
be made to the school. Shauna Madden for Barratts and 
John Downes for the first school had been the contacts for 
this back in April 2019. 

 
 
 

 
Stephen 
Woolridge – to 
make enquiries 
to see if the 
grant can be re-
initiated. 
 
Geoff 
Horseman – to 
check with NCC 
regarding 
objection to 
Forest Walk 



• Record of Resident Issues – S Potts had distributed an 
example document that would be used to record ‘resident 
issues’ going forward. The document will be uploaded to the 
Council’s website and will be updated as and when 
queries/answers to queries are received. Link shown below: 
https://seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk/new-hartley-
housing-development_liaison-group/ 
 
 

• Food Pantry Donation – Barratts representatives were 
thanked for their swift action on this matter and offer of kind 
donation of £1,000. 
 

 
 

 

S. Potts 

5. Next Meeting –  will be held on Friday 26th February at 11.30am .All to note 
  

 

https://seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk/new-hartley-housing-development_liaison-group/
https://seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk/new-hartley-housing-development_liaison-group/

