
New Hartley Housing Development Liaison Group 

Notes of the meeting held on Friday 16th April 2021 

Present: 

Cllr S Dungworth Northumberland County Councillor and Seaton Valley Councillor 

Simon Potts and Cllr K Collier – Seaton Valley Council  

Geoff Horseman – NCC Planning 

John Barrell and Jill Henderson – Community Representatives 

Stephen Woolridge (Technical Director), Jason King (Senior Engineer) and Steve Tindale 
(Contract Manager) – Barratt Homes North East. 

 

Item discussed Action 
  
1. Apologies for Absence – Claire Foster (NCC) 

 
 

  
2. Notes of meeting held on 26th March 2021. 

The notes were accepted as a true record. 
  

 

3. Action points from previous minutes 
 
The meeting began with a frank discussion about the two most 
contentious ongoing issues i.e. vehicles accessing and exiting the 
site through the village and deliveries being made before 9.30am 
 
Community representatives and Councillors expressed their 
frustration with this matter and said that residents are sick of excuses 
– they want something done about it. 
 
Barrett’s representatives said that they were trying their best to make 
contactors comply with both conditions i.e. no deliveries before 
9.30am and all traffic to use The Avenue/St Michaels Avenue. 
 
Community representatives pushed for immediate planning 
enforcement action to be taken but Geoff thought that written 
exchanges should take place before any formal action is taken. 
 
Barratts agreed to formally write to NCC Planning with details of what 
action they have already taken to address these issues and to detail 
any further actions they intend to take. 
 
 
 
With regard to new actions it was agreed that the Site manager 
would keep a detailed log of deliveries made to site, including details 
of contractors, registration numbers and times of visits. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason King to 
formally write 
to NCC by 
Monday 19 
April. 
 
Steve Tindale to 
set up detailed 
site log 
 



At the same time NCC Planners will have preliminary discussions 
with their legal section to map out a course of enforcement action 
should the situation not improve. 
 
 
 
Signage – all signs now in place and will be regularly monitored, 
especially if winds pick up again. 
 
With regard to Pole Mounted Signs, Geoff advised that two or three 
individuals from NCC Highways needed to be involved – he agreed 
to pass contact details to Jason. 
 
 
There was a separate discussion about the Left Turn Only sign – 
should it be more prominent and perhaps say No Right Turn – can 
cones be looked at to make it more difficult for construction vehicles 
to turn into the site from the village or to turn right coming out of the 
site. 
 
 
 
 
Wheel Washer – a jet wash is now located on site – site manager 
will monitor cleanliness of approach roads and paths when we get 
some rain. 
 
Gully Bags – are back in place and will be emptied and replaced as 
necessary. 
 
Silt Fencing – North East Corner of Site – hasn’t been repaired 
yet. Site manager to visit and arrange urgent repair 
 
Public Footpath – closure order in place from Monday 19th April for 
6 months but works not ready to start yet. Jason will meet with 
community representatives before works commence to explore 
anyway that parts of the footpath can be kept open while works 
progress on other parts – potential for completion in two sections. 
 
School Grant – Cllr Collier has passed Barratts contact details to the 
Head Teacher, however she hasn’t made contact with Barratts as yet 
 
 

Geoff 
Horseman and 
Clare Foster to 
liaise with 
Legal. 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
Geoff to pass 
NCC Highways 
contact details 
to Jason. 
 
Barratts to 
consider these 
options but at 
the same time 
consider new 
residents’ use 
of St Michaels 
Avenue 
 
Site Manager to 
monitor. 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
Site manager to 
arrange repair. 
 
Jason to 
arrange on site 
meeting with 
community 
representatives. 
 
Ongoing 

4. Any other issues 
John Barrell asked if there was any further detail about when the 
houses on the frontage will be completed and when path widening 
works (on St Michaels Avenue adjacent to the frontage) would be 
commence as residents had asked if they could scatter wild flowers 
in the verge between the wooden fence and site fence. Jason said 
that he didn’t have any specific information on this other than an 
indicative start time for the path works i.e. mid May. Scattering the 
seeds would not be appropriate. 
 
John Barrell also said that he had heard rumours that some cracks 
had appeared in one or two houses close to the development site – 

 
All to note. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All to note 



Barratts replied that they hadn’t been informed of this but asked 
residents to get in touch with them directly if they thought their 
properties had suffered damage as a direct result of their housing 
development site works. 
 
 

5. Next Meeting – All agreed that meetings should continue every two 
weeks but thought that the group should be prepared to meet next 
Friday 23 April if any urgent issues arise. If there isn’t a need for a 
meeting on this date then the meeting dates will revert back to the 
original schedule which would give a next meeting date of Friday 7 
May 

Decision on 
whether 
meeting is 
required on 
Friday 23 April 
to be made on 
Thursday 22 
April. 

  
 


