
New Hartley Housing Development Liaison Group 

Notes of the meeting held on Friday 7th May 2021  

Present: 

Simon Potts – Seaton Valley Council 

Geoff Horseman and Claire Foster – NCC Planning 

John Barrell and Jill Henderson – Community Representatives 

Stephen Wooldridge (Technical Director), Tom Winstanley (Engineer) & Steve Tindale (Site Manager) – 

Barratt Homes North East. 

 

Item discussed Action 

  

1. Apologies for Absence – Susan Dungworth and Karen Collier. Jason King will 
no longer be part of the group; his responsibilities have been passed to Tom 
Winstanley. 
 

 
All to note 

  

2. Notes of meeting held on 23rd April 2021. 
The notes were accepted as a true record. 
  

 

3. Action points from previous minutes & current issues 
 
Construction delivery times & routes 
 
The majority of the meeting was taken up discussing this item as it is clear from the 
logs kept by John Barrell that a number of delivery drivers are ignoring Barratt 
Homes’ requests and the numerous signs that are in place throughout the 
surrounding area and within the village. 
 
The logs recorded numerous vehicles delivering their supplies well before 9.30am 
and similarly recorded a number of vehicles using the village as entry and exit 
routes. 

 
All present, including Barratt Homes’ representatives were disappointed and 
frustrated with the lack of progress on this matter, however all agreed that the 
situation couldn’t be allowed to continue. 
 
Barratt Homes representatives feel that they are doing all that they can and 
suggested that suppliers are unable to comply with the late site opening time for 
logistic reasons i.e. they can’t pass a delivery site and then come back to that site 
later as it isn’t economical for them. 
 
There appeared to be two options: 

• NCC invoke formal enforcement action, and/or 

• Barratt Homes submit a Planning Application seeking to amend the site 
opening time (for deliveries). 
 

Claire Foster said that she would continue to receive evidence from third parties 
regarding alleged non-compliance with the discharged planning condition relating 
to construction material delivery times and construction vehicle routes and would 
undertake further site visits herself to monitor the situation. However, in light of 
evidence received to date that non-compliance is continuing to take place in 
respect of the above matters, Claire will be liaising with NCC Legal Services and 

 
 
 
 
Log of delivery 
breaches to be kept 
by Site Manager 
from 09 May.  
 
Information from 
this log to be 
shared with NCC 
enforcement officer. 
 
John Barrell to 
continue to keep his 
log. 
 
 
 
 
 
Barratt Homes to 
consider whether or 
not to submit an 
application to vary 
the start time for 
accepting site 
deliveries. 
 
 
 
 



Geoff Horsman to progress formal enforcement action which would likely comprise 
service of a Breach of Condition Notice requiring compliance with the relevant 
planning condition. 
 
Those on whom such a notice is served will be given at least 28 days to comply 
with it. If there is still non-compliance after the compliance date has passed then 
NCC would look to progress prosecution proceedings through the Magistrates 
Court. 
 
Geoff advised that Barratt Homes could decide to make a further formal planning 
application to NCC to amend the starting time for site deliveries [this would 
comprise a new application under Section 73 of the Town & Country Planning Act 
to vary condition 15 of recently granted planning permission 20/03342/VARYCO].  
 
There would be consultation if such an application was received and NCC would 
consider any representations received from consultees and members of the public 
before deciding any such application. If such an application were to be received 
then NCC would need to assess the implications of this with regard to progression 
of formal enforcement action. 
 
It was noted that Barratt Homes has not yet put procedures in place to keep a site 
log, nor had the site gates been closed to delivery vehicles before 9.30am. 
 

Further attempts will be made to deter construction traffic using the village as 
entry and exit routes. The two logs will be used to identify persistent offenders. 
 
 Barratt Homes’ representatives have considered applying for a Temporary 
Traffic Regulation Order (TTRO) to make it an offence for large vehicles to 
come through the village but it was thought that this would ultimately affect non 
construction traffic too. 
 
Signage 
 
It was noted that some of the ground based signage had blown over again. 
Steve Tindale agreed to look into this and ensure that daily checks are being 
made. 
 
Given the tendency for the ground based signs to be blown over or moved, the 
group felt that suitable locations for pole mounted permanent signs should be 
sought as a matter of urgency. Geoff Horseman has provided the relevant NCC 
contact names to Jason King.  
 
Barratt Homes’ representatives were asked to progress this as quickly as 
possible and to circulate any plans they prepare (identifying location of 
permanent signage) with the group. 
 
Public Footpath 
 
Closure order in place from Monday 19th April for 6 months but works still not 
ready to start yet.  
 
It has been agreed to carry out the works in two phases so that footpath users 
can still use the pathway (with suitable short diversions) throughout the works. 
Tom agreed to look at timescales asap 
 
 
Lapwings Nesting 
 
It was accepted by all that the Lapwings are likely to have moved on before the 
part of the site they are nesting on is developed 

 
 
 
 
NCC reps to do any 
preliminary/preparat
ory work necessary 
prior to taking 
formal enforcement 
action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barratt Homes to 
use logs to identify 
persistent 
offenders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barratt Homes to 
perform daily 
signage checks. 
 
Barratt Homes to 
seek agreement of 
suitable permanent 
signage locations. 
 
Permanent signage 
plans to be 
circulated within the 
group. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Winstanley to 
circulate timescales 
for phasing of 
footpath works. 
 
 
 
All to note 



 

4. Any other issues 
 
Boundary Fence between development and Seaburn View 
 
The fence has been constructed approximately one metre from the existing 
garden fences on Seaburn View creating a no man’s land. Community 
representatives questioned why the fence hadn’t been constructed adjacent to 
the existing fences and further asked if residents could extend their gardens to 
the new fence line. 
 
It was agreed to look into the legal and conveyancing implications of allowing 
Seaburn View residents to extend their gardens; the initial view was that this 
could be very problematic. 
 
Additionally, Barratt Homes agreed to check their land title plans to make sure 
the fence had been constructed in the correct place. It was noted that the plans 
in the Site Development Planning Application suggest that the fence should be 
constructed adjacent to the existing Seaburn View boundary fences. 
 
 
 
 
Seaburn View – Cracks Appearing on Wall 
 
Community representatives reported that a resident in Seaburn View has 
discovered what appears to be a crack in the exterior brickwork of his house. 
The resident thinks that the ‘crack’ may have been caused by the development 
works and has been advised to monitor the ‘crack’ before approaching Barratt 
Homes. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Barratt Homes to 
check land title 
plans to ensure that 
the boundary fence 
has been erected in 
the correct place 
and, if so, to check 
on legal and 
conveyancing 
implications of  
Seaburn View 
residents extending 
their gardens to 
new boundary fence 
line. 
 
 
 
 
 
Barratt Homes to 
note 

5. Next Meeting –  21 May 2021 at 11:30 AM not 11.30AM 
 

All to note 

 


