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Seaton Valley Council 
A Community Council 

Minutes of a Meeting held on Wednesday 29 September 2021 at 7.00 pm in Seaton Sluice 
Community Centre. 
The meeting started at 7.00 p.m.  

PRESENT: 
Councilors: 

S Dungworth (Chair), L Bowman, S Bowman, A Stanners, E Chicken, D Ferguson and J 
Henderson 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
S Potts – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
6 members of the public were present. 

CO047/21 1. Apologies for absence
Cllrs G  Eastwood and E Coulson had submitted their apologies for absence. 

CO048/21 2. Disclosure of interests
There were no declarations of interest. 

CO049/21 3. Chair’s Welcome and Civic Announcements
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and passed on her thanks to all of the 
volunteers who had helped to prepare their villages for this year’s In Bloom competition. 
The awards had been held that afternoon and Seaton Valley had done very well. 

The Chair then referred to the recent public meeting that had taken place in Seaton Sluice 
to discuss the recent increase in incidences of anti-social behavior in the village. The 
meeting had been attended by approximately 70 people and had been conducted in 
excellent spirit. The notes of the meeting are due to be published via the Council’s social 
media channels. 

And finally the Chair drew attention to the recent bowls match that had taken place 
between Seaton Sluice and Astley Park Bowling Clubs. The match takes place annually 
where the teams play for a trophy donated by the Council – Seaton Sluice took this year’s 
honours. 

There were no further civic announcements. 

CO050/21 4. Pride of Seaton Valley Awards
The Chair brought this matter forward from later in the agenda as the nominee for the 
award, Findlay Belshaw and his family was in attendance. 

At its meeting in July 2016 the Council agreed to accept nominations for ‘Outstanding 
Achievements in Community Life Awards’ on an as a when basis. 

Findlay’s mother had nominated Findlay for such an award at tonight’s meeting for the 
help and care he gives to her on a daily basis and in particular for one incident where he 
had took control of a difficult situation when she had collapsed in the street. 
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After hearing the full details of Findlay’s efforts on that day and his other voluntary efforts 
in the community Council RESOLVED TO present Findley Belshaw with an 
Outstanding Achievement in Community Life Award. 
 

  
CO051/21 5. Public Question Time 

Whilst there were no questions from the floor a New Hartley resident had submitted two 
written questions. 
 
The first questioned the content of the latest issue of the Council’s Futures magazine and 
the second asked what insurance and safeguarding arrangements the Council had in 
place to ensure that all litter picking groups in the Valley are appropriately protected. 
 
The Chair read out full answers to each question and said that a copy of the answers 
would be sent to the New Hartley resident. 
 
In summary the Chair said that in her view the latest Futures Issue had been appropriately 
balanced between past, recent and ongoing issues  and that a decision had been taken 
not to include anything on the Council’s forthcoming Christmas Events as it was though 
too early to do so.  On the matter of Councilors being photographed alongside articles, the 
Chair said that this was entirely appropriate for a publication that promotes the Council’s 
activities.  
 
On the litter picking question the Chair said that volunteers are covered by the Council’s 
insurance where Council officers direct and/or supervise the activity, however, where 
individuals or groups carry out litter picks on their own initiative they should register with 
the County Council to benefit from its insurance arrangements. 
 
There being no further questions the Chair closed this section of the meeting i.e. Public 
Question Time and did not allow any supplementary questions from Councillors on the 
written questions submitted by the New Hartley resident 
 
 

  
CO052/21 6. County Councillor Update 

Cllr Bowman provided an update on NCC matters. 
 

• The partnership between NCC and Northumbria Health Care for providing Adult 
and Children’s’ Social Care services has come to an end. NCC will now provide 
Adult Services on its own and it has entered into a partnership with Harrogate 
Health Care Trust to provide Children’s Social Services, 

• The County Council is currently restructuring its Senior Management posts, 
• Highways have a presence in the Valley at the moment, in particular they are 

installing a Pegasus crossing on The Avenue and carrying out improvements to 
the Avenue Head roundabout, 

• NCC acknowledge the difficulties residents are having accessing face to face 
customer services, until these services are up and running again residents are 
encouraged to make contact via the telephone or email, 

• NCC is committed to delivering both its private sector and social housing delivery 
targets, and 

• NCC recognises that some families are facing increasingly difficult financial 
circumstances; such families are encouraged to contact Northumberland 
Communities Together in the first instance to seek help and/or advice if they are in 
this position. 
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The Chair then asked if any other Councillors had any questions relating to services 
provided by the County Council 
 
Cllr Chicken asked Cllr Bowman if there is any prospect of household glass recycling bins 
being rolled out across the county – in reply Cllr Bowman said that NCC is in the process 
of evaluating the effectiveness of the trial that is currently taking in place in Morpeth. 
 
The Chair then asked Cllr Ferguson if there was anything else he would like to add. 
 
In reply Cllr Ferguson gave an update on a number of outstanding highways issues in 
Seaton Sluice. A new crossing on Beresford Road near to the Co-Op is in the process of 
being completed. A feasibility study has been commissioned to look at possible highways 
safety improvements on Marine View/Beresford Road to deter speeding in this area and 
there has been very little support for the idea of introducing a one way system down 
Collywell Bay Road. On the issue of parking, he hoped that with better signage, more 
visitors could be encouraged to use the Ranch Car Park to displace cars from the village 
centre. 
 
Cllr Ferguson asked if Councillors could provide advance notice of any questions they 
may have at future meetings so that he can carry out any research needed to provide a 
full answer to any question he is asked. 
 
Cllr Chicken began to ask a question about a matter that had been discussed in a 
confidential Northumberland County Council meeting; the Chair immediately asked Cllr 
Chicken not to go any further on the matter and ruled her comments ‘out of order’. 
 
 

  
CO053/21  7. Minutes of the Council’s last Meeting  

The minutes of the Council’s Meeting held on 28 July 2021 were agreed and accepted as 
a true record of that meeting.  
 

  
CO054/21 8. Services and Partnership Update 

In reviewing the Service Officer’s report the Clerk/Chair highlighted the following matters: 
• Officers will be looking to replace the pipework at a number of the Council’s larger 

allotment sites over the next five years, 
• Next year’s floral planting colours  will be mixed, however particular care will be 

taken to ensure that some of the displays pay homage to the 70th anniversary of 
Her Majesty the  Queen’s coronation, 

• Work to reclaim two plots at the Seaton Terrace site has now been completed with 
seven new plots being created. Six of the seven plots have already been let, 

• An article detailing the individual village Northumbria In Bloom awards will be 
posted on the Council’s website very soon, the Chair offered further thanks to all 
volunteers taking part, 

• As donations to our partner foodbank have dropped off lately we will seek to 
redress this trend by making an appeal for further donations via our social media 
channels, 

• The service Officer has received one quote so far for the replacement fence at the 
Dunes Play Area – additional quotes are proving difficult to get, 

• A planning application has been submitted for the new pocket play park at 
Northside Place, Holywell and is now live on the NCC Planning Portal, 

• The Outdoor Gym consultation exercise in Seaton Sluice ends on 30th September 
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2021, so far we have seen 20 of the 80 or so questionnaires returned, 
• The Clerk asked Councilors to contact him if they felt there was a specific need for 

a bus shelter at a bus stop that doesn’t presently have one, 
• Child friendly litter bins are in the process of being acquired and will be installed in 

all of our play areas (one per play area), 
• A survey of the Council’s play areas is underway to specifically identify which 

pieces of equipment are able to be used by disabled visitors, 
• We plan to go ahead with another round of Community Litter Picks; however given 

the growth of independent litter picking groups, the need for further community 
picks will be revaluated in time for the new financial year, 

• Plans for our Christmas events are moving on and it is hoped that this year’s 
events will be back to normal as far as practicable, 

• Dates for the Christmas events have now been agreed with the relevant villages, 
• Given the success of last year’s Christmas Present Appeal we have decided to 

hold a similar appeal this year, however, efforts will be made to identify drop off 
points in each village and to hold a collection event in each village too, 

• The Seaton Valley Neighbourhood Partnership Board met on Monday 26th 
September to consider how to take the Council’s ‘uncut grassed areas trial’ 
forward and agreed to cut the areas back in November 2021 and late April 2022 
and then once a month thereafter, to a height of approximately 8 inches. It is 
hoped that this will allow natural wild flowers to grow and increase biodiversity in 
Seaton Valley. The project will be re-evaluated again in September 2022, 

• The trail introduced at Seaton Valley allotment sites which asked for fresh produce 
donations for our local Food Hubs was reasonably successful and will be rolled out 
across all sites from March 2022. Additionally the Council itself has identified some 
spare land on its Dartford Close site where two or three raised beds can be 
installed. These will be planted up with vegetables. The vegetables will be donated 
to the Food Hubs once they have grown. 
 

 
  
CO055/21 9. Local Transport Plan 2022/23 

The Clerk’s report asked the Council to identify its top three priorities for potential inclusion 
in the County Council’s Local Transport Programme (LTP) 2022/23 and included a list of 
all ‘highways improvement’ requests submitted to NCC by residents over the past year. 
 
His report also provided an update on the three priorities the Council submitted last year. 
 

• Installation of traffic calming measures on the main A193 through Seaton Sluice – 
feasibility study in progress, 

• Installation of suitable crossing point at the top of Double Row – not included in 
this year’s programme but can be reconsidered next year, and 

• Implementation of highways safety audit recommendations in Holywell – included 
in this year’s programme but  no progress as yet 

 
In reviewing the information provided with the Clerk’s report Council RESOLVED TO: 
submit the following three schemes for potential inclusion in NCC’s 2022/23 Local 
Transport Plan: 

• Installation of a suitable crossing point at the top of Double Row together 
with a Highways Safety Audit of Double Row between the roundabout and 
the Delcor factory, 

• Extension of the 20mph speed limit in Seaton Sluice to cover the whole 
village; specifically to include Parkfield Estate and the Taylor 
Gardens/Collywell Bay Road North area, and 
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• Improvement of the cycle path that runs alongside the main road between 
Seaton Sluice and Seaton Delaval to improve cycle links to the proposed 
Seaton Delaval railway station.  

  
CO056/21 10. Bank Reconciliation as at 20 September 2021 

Council agreed to receive the report and noted that there was a very small variance 
between the Council’s bank accounts and the Clerks financial records. 
 

CO057/21 11. Budgetary Control Update 
The Clerk presented his report which analysed costs centres on a line by line basis and 
discussed any major variances between actual income and expenditure and expected 
income and expenditure levels to date. 
 
RESOLVED: to note the budgetary control position presented in the Clerks’ report 
and in particular to note again that the Play Park budget is likely to be over spent 
this year due to increased maintenance demands at the Dunes Play Area, Seaton 
Sluice. 
 

  
CO058/21 12. Audited Annual Return 2020/21 

The Clerks report informed Council that its external auditors PKF Littlejohn had 
successfully completed their audit of the council’s 2020/21 Annual Return and had 
provided the Council with a clean bill of health and did not highlight any areas of concern 
to draw to the attention of members. Council RESOLVED TO approve and accept the 
Council’s audited Annual Return for the financial year ended 31 March 2021 and 
noted that no issues were raised by the external auditors. 

 
  
CO059/21 13. Dates of Future Scheduled Meetings 

 
2021 Committee/Council Time Venue 

Wednesday 27 
October 

Finance & General 
Purposes 

6:00 pm Seaton Valley Council 
Offices 

Wednesday 24 
November 

Full Council 7:00 pm TBC 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CO060/21 

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC   
Resolved: That under Section 100(A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 
and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting during consideration of items 
15 on the Agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined 
in paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act relating to personal staff 
affairs, residents and/or commercial matters. 
 
14. Resident Matter 
In referring to the Clerk’s report, Council RESOLVED TO: take appropriate action to 
restrict face to face contact between staffs and a resident.   

 

  
 
 

There being no other business on the Agenda the meeting closed at 8.10pm 
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Signed by the Chair: 

 

 
 
 
Dated:  
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