
New Hartley Housing Development Liaison Group 

Notes of the meeting held on Friday 05 Nov 2021  

Present: Cllr Susan Dungworth, Cllr Jill Henderson, Cllr David Ferguson and Simon Potts – Seaton Valley 

Council 

Geoff Horseman and Claire Foster – NCC Planning 

John Barrell and Karen Collier – Community Representatives 

Tom Winstanley – Barratt Homes North East 

Item discussed Action 

  

1. Apologies for Absence – Stephen Wooldridge and Steve Tindale had 
submitted their apologies. 
 

 
 

  

2. Notes of meeting held on 8th October 2021. 
The notes were accepted as a true record. 
  

 

3. Purpose and Frequency of Meetings Moving Forward 
 
All present discussed the role and purpose of the group as it moves into the 
new year and agreed that it should continue to operate; as it should and can 
be a useful medium for reporting and resolving issues in a timely manner. 
 
 
Moving forward it was agreed that John Barrell and Cllr Henderson will collate 
issues raised by residents over the previous 4 weeks - these will be 
summarised and forwarded to Claire Foster at NCC one week in advance of 
the next scheduled Liaison Group Meeting. Claire will then ask for issues that 
she can’t resolve herself to be added to the agenda for the upcoming meeting. 
 
These issues will form the main basis for discussions at the next Liaison Group 
Meeting – for the time being it was agreed that meetings should continue to be 
held on a 4 weekly basis. 
 
Hopefully, the new arrangements will stop NCC receiving correspondence on 
the same issues from a number of residents and will engender more focussed 
discussions at subsequent meetings. 
 
It was also agreed that it was no longer necessary for NCC to have two 
representatives at the meeting – Claire (Planning Enforcement) will now attend 
as NCC’s representative and liaise with colleagues if there are any issues she 
isn’t able to advise on. 
 
Similarly it was felt that one representative from Barratt Homes North East 
(either Tom or Stephen) would be sufficient. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Tom to update 
Stephen on role of 
group going 
forward. 
 
John and Jill to ask 
residents to pass 
concerns to them in 
the first instance 
before preparing a 4 
week summary for 
submission to 
Claire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All to note 
 
 
 
 
All to note 

4. Update on Outstanding Issues 
 
Permanent Signage – Barratt Homes waiting for Street Lighting team to get 
back to them. 

 
 
Geoff to contact 
Street lighting 



 
Public Footpath – now reopened – thanks to Barratt Homes for completing 
works. John Barrell asked if the gradient near the protective swales could be 
checked as it looks rather steep.  
 
Proximity of New Houses to Seaburn View Properties – Claire reported that all 
new houses are located in accordance with planning approvals.  
 
Boundary Fence – arrangements will be made to move the fence to where it 
should be as soon as Barratt Home’s contractor is able to schedule the work. 
The temporary Heras fencing on St Michaels Avenue that had ‘slipped’ has now 
been re set. 
 
Ornamental Fencing and Large Planter – Claire agreed to check that the 
fencing was within permitted development guidelines and erected on Barratt 
Homes land, however she said that, irrespective of it not being on Barratt 
Homes land, action is unlikely to be taken if NCC feel as though the fencing 
and large planter adds to the attractiveness of the frontage. 
 
Mud on Road - improvement has been made but state of roads needs to be 
monitored at all times, particularly since the new sewer works have 
commenced near Mountford Road. 
 
Water Supply to Memorial Garden – NCC have said that road closure or 
footpath closure shouldn’t be required. Tom to pass details (from Northumbria 
Water) to Simon so that he can discuss with NCC. 
 
New Residents – Tom confirmed that there are now 7 properties occupied on 
the development. 
 
 

 
Tom to check 
gradient 
 
 
All to note 
 
 
All to note 
 
 
 
 
Claire to check to 
see if fence allowed 
under permitted 
development 
guidelines. 
 
All to note 
 
 
 
Tom to pass details 
to Simon 
 
 
All to note 

5. New Issues 
 
Planned Road Closures on The Avenue – Cllr Henderson asked how these 
might affect site deliveries that have to be made via St Michaels Avenue 
 
State of Pond – work has been completed other than the pen stock (grate) that 
still needs to be installed, however, the works appear to have drained all of the 
water from the pond. Whilst the Lead Local Flood Authority (NCC) appears 
happy that the works have been completed in accordance with the planning 
application all agreed that the pond should operate as it did before the works 
took place. 
 
Tom agreed to arrange a meeting with James Hitching to review the matter 
and asked John Barrell to send Claire full details of his concerns about the 
pond works. 
 
 
Issues arising from Claire’s Site Visit – the majority of pre occupations are 
being complied with. Still a few queries to resolve on the travel plan. NCC to 
inspect footpath before formal sign off and gas protection works still need to be 
signed off (although these have been completed). 
 

 

 
 
Simon to check with 
Highways 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom to update 
group following site 
meeting. 
 
All to note 

6. Cars Parking on Roads  
Very difficult to enforce but all agreed to continue with persuasion rather than 
regulation for the time being as the latter will affect residents as well as 
contractors. 
 
 

 
All to note 



 

 
7. Vehicles Unloading from Roads 

All agreed that this shouldn’t be happening. Suggested contractors wouldn’t do 
this if it wasn’t easy to move temporary fencing aside to gain access to site. 
Agreed that all deliveries (no matter how small) should be made via the 
appropriate site entrance. 
 

 
 
Tom to see if it is 
appropriate to make 
fencing more fixed. 

8. Vehicles Accessing Site Through the Village 
Claire feels that Barratt Homes is doing as much as it can to deter contractors 
using the village for accessing the site (in terms of signage and communication 
with contractors) and therefore feels that it would not be appropriate to issue a 
breach in this regard, however dissenting contractors should still be identified 
and contacted in an attempt to persuade them to alter their ways. 
 

 
All to note 

9. Next Meeting – Friday 3rd December at 11.30am via Zoom 
 

All to note 

 


