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I start by wishing everyone a Happy New Year and 
I hope, like everyone, that 2022 proves to be the 
turning point in the battle against Covid 19.

Despite Covid, it was great to be able to hold our 
Christmas events at the end of last year. They all went well 
and lots of people commented on how the celebrations 
bring children and families together at the very start of 
the festive season. I would particularly like to thank the 
staff and pupils of Holywell and Seghill First Schools for 
attending their village events and singing carols for all who 
were there.

At around about the same time as our Christmas 
events, Storm Arwen made an unwanted appearance 
in Northumberland. Whilst some of the council’s own 
physical assets suffered damage, my heart goes out 
to those residents in Seaton Valley whose homes were 
severely damaged by the storm. I’m really grateful that no 
one was injured and hope that everyone affected has been 
able to have their properties repaired and are back living 
in their homes.

At its meeting on the 19 January, the council agreed 
its budget for 2022/23. In doing so it had to balance 
the need to maintain its existing resource levels with a 
desire to keep council tax increases to a minimum. This 
proved particularly difficult this year as inflation has 
already begun to affect the cost of council services and 
is expected to increase further in the coming year. In the 
event a below inflation increase of 2% was agreed which 
will only increase resident’s bills by 2.42 a year. 

As part of its 2022/23 budget the council has agreed to 
fund a refresh of its village plans. From the information 
we collate from this process we will be able to target 
future investment to address resident’s concerns over the 
coming years and I ask everyone to please get involved 
in the engagement events we will be holding during the 
summer months. Further information on the process will 
be included in the next issue of our Futures Magazine 
which is scheduled to be delivered in May.

Susan Dungworth
Chair, Seaton Valley Community Council

Welcome to Issue 24 of Seaton Valley Council’s 
Futures Magazine.

This year marked the 160th anniversary of the Hester Pit 
Disaster in New Hartley and I was honoured to be part 
of the memorial service organised by the New Hartley 
community to remember the 204 men and boys who died 
in this tragic event. We had over 300 people attend the 
service and it was such a wonderful way to remember the 
poor souls that were lost on that tragic day.

Covid is still causing concern and we are all still having to 
adapt to the way we go about our daily lives, however, I am 
hopeful that our community association village events and 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations will be able to 
be held in the summer. With regard to the latter, we are 
planning to light our Beacon in Seaton Sluice on Thursday 
2 June as part of a National and Commonwealth tribute 
and I hope as many of you as possible will be able to join us 
as part of the weekend of celebrations.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue of our Futures 
Magazine and would invite you to contact the council 
with any comments you may have on any of the articles 
included in the magazine.  

If you would like to contact Seaton Valley Council,  
Please use the details below:

Telephone:

0191 237 9870
Email:

contact@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Open:

Monday - Friday
Opening Times:

8:30am - 4:00pm

Address:

20-22 Astley Road 
Seaton Delaval 
Northumberland 
NE25 0DG



Seaton Valley Futures 3

Seaton Valley Council 2022/23 annual budget

• Agreement to restrict the increase in the council’s 
element of the council tax to a below inflation increase of 
2% meaning that its Band D equivalent council tax will go 
up from £121.10 to £123.52 per annum. The council didn’t 
feel it was appropriate to agree a larger increase in line 
with the rate of inflation as it is conscious that residents 
are facing significant increases in a number of their 
other essential bills in the coming months,

• With regard to allotment rents, the council agreed a 
similar approach to that taken on council tax; a below 
inflation increase of 2% to ensure that income levels are 
sufficient to meet rising costs, whilst at the same time 
keeping the increase to a minimum, and

• In terms of growth the council only included one 
significant item in its budget i.e. a sum of £15,000 to fund 
a full refresh of the council’s village plans by an external 
contractor. This will be funded from the council’s 
unallocated reserves rather than from the council tax 
precept and the outcome of the process will inform the 
council’s investment decisions in the coming years.

In agreeing its 2022/23 budget the council also agreed to 
continue to provide funding to:

• Replace up to two bus shelters per annum,

• Run a free school holiday activity programme in Seaton 
Valley in partnership with Northumberland County 
Council Sports Development Team,

• Maintain its play parks and make a £20,000 contribution 
to its Play Parks Renewal and Replacement Programme, 

• Support community events in each of its five villages, 

• Hold Christmas events and provide Christmas lighting in 
each of the villages, and 

• Continue its successful neighbourhood partnership 
arrangements with Northumberland County Council which 
provides environmental services to the community.

Councillor Susan Dungworth, Chair of the Council, said: 
“I’m delighted that the Council has been able to restrict 
the increase in its element of the council tax to 2% - an 
increase well below the rate of inflation and I’m further 
delighted that the Council has agreed to provide funding to 
refresh the village plans it developed over six years ago.

This project will allow us to both seek resident’s updated 
views on the quality of our current services and to ask 
them what additional services or improvements in current 
services they would like.”

Photography Competition
It’s that time of year again! We’ve opened our annual 
Photography Competition for Seaton Valley residents and 
we are now accepting submissions.

You can submit up to 10 photographs that must have been 
taken within the boundary of Seaton Valley. The theme is: 
Pictures that represent the place where you live.

Prizes

Five category winners will each receive a £50 Gift Card. 
The categories are:
• Under 10s
• Under 18s
• Landscape
• Wildlife
• Village life

Village life can be people, buildings, events or anything that 
shows life in one of the Seaton Valley villages.

Please don’t be put off entering if you don’t have the latest 
expensive equipment. Most of us have cameras on our 
phones and modern technology has meant that the qualities 
of these pictures are as good as some expensive cameras.

Information on how to enter the competition and the 
submission requirements are available on our website under 
the Community menu.

The closing date for entries to be submitted is Sunday 3 April.

The council is pleased to confirm that it agreed its 
2022/23 annual budget when it met on Wednesday 
19 January 2022. The headlines from the budget 
meeting were:
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The events started in Seghill on 19 November and were 
followed by Seaton Sluice and Seaton Delaval over the 
following weekend.

However, due to Storm Arwen, a decision was taken to 
postpone the events in Holywell and New Hartley as the 
forecast of high winds and rain would have made it too 
dangerous to hold the events. It proved to be the 
correct decision.

Following the storm, we were able to hold the postponed 
events on the 30 November in New Hartley and on the 1 
December in Holywell.

There was an excellent turn-out by residents to support the 
switch on events in all of the villages.

Our compares entertained the crowds and got them to join 
in with Christmas songs and activities. We had prize draws 
for the children and free mince pies and mulled wine. We 
were joined by Santa Claus and his chief reindeer, Rudolph, 
who danced and met the children in the snow.

Christmas Activities 2021

We also had the choirs from Seghill First School and 
Holywell First School sing Christmas carols at the events in 
their villages.

Cllr. Susan Dungworth, Parish Councillor for Hartley Ward 
and Chair of the Council said: “These events are so special 
and I am glad we have been able to hold them this year. The 
children and their families have such a wonderful time and 
it’s a great way to start the festive celebrations.”

One of the consequences of Storm Arwen was that some 
of the Christmas lights were damaged during the storm 
and had to be removed from lamp posts. This especially 
affected the Christmas lights in Seaton Sluice which took 
the full force of the storm from the sea. We will ensure that 
the damaged lights are repaired and back up in the villages 
next year.

We would also like to thank the following for their support 
of our Christmas Events: The Blake in Seghill, St. Paul’s 
Church and Castaways Fish and Chip Restaurant in Seaton 
Sluice, Lakes and Dales Cooperative Store in Seaton 
Delaval, New Hartley Community Association and the 
Milbourne Arms in Holywell.

Pictured above is Cllr. Eva Coulson, Parish Councillor for 
Holywell Ward, caught in the snow at Holywell.

More pictures from the Christmas events can be viewed on 
our website: Community – Christmas Activities

We were relieved and delighted to be 
able to hold our annual switch on of the 
Christmas Lights in our five villages to 
welcome the festive season to Seaton 
Valley.
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Christmas lights Competition
Each year we hold our annual Christmas Lights competition 
held in conjunction with the village First Schools.

Children take part in a competition to design a decorative 
Christmas Light. The winner from each school gets their 
winning design made into a light and they get to switch their 
own light on at their village event.

Christmas shop window competition
We hold an annual Christmas Shop Window Competition 
and invite the businesses in Seaton Valley to decorate 
their windows and enter the competition.

There was a great variation in the decorated themes in the 
shop windows and it made the judging very difficult. The 
standard was so high this year that the judges struggled to 
pick an outright winner.

In the end they decided that the top prize would be shared 
between Fred and Gingers Salon in Seaton Delaval and Jack 
and the Bean Stark Cafe in New Hartley.

Pictured right, getting their certificates, are the winners 
from Fred and Gingers Salon (top) with Cllr. Sue Bowman 
and Cllr. Eve Chicken from Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward 
and Jack and the Bean Stark Cafe (bottom) with Cllr. Susan 
Dungworth, Hartley Ward Councillor and Chair of the Council.

New Hartley  Winner: Evie Haselhurst New Hartley  Winner: Freya Douglas

Seaton Sluice  Winner: Scarlett Crawford

Runners-up: Erin Brennan, Matthew John Hardye Runners-up: Georgia Mosey, Mollie Mackenzie

Runners-up: Grayson Johnson, Jack Payne

They are joined by the runners up to switch on the lights 
of the village Christmas tree. The winners and runners-up 
from this year are:

Seghill  Winner: Nieve Ellis
Runners-up: Holly Hudspith, Willow Robinson

Seaton Delaval  Winner: Charlotte Wardle
Runners-up: Clark Cooper, Joshua Coulson
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A Memorial Service attended by over 300 people was held 
in New Hartley on Sunday 16 January to mark the 160th 
Anniversary of the Hester Pit Disaster.

On the 16 January 1862 a shaft beam broke and blocked 
the single mine shaft, resulting in the tragic loss of lives 
of 204 men and boys who were working in two shifts - one 
just about to start work and one on their way up. They all 
got trapped as the mine flooded and despite desperate 
attempts they couldn’t be rescued. This led to an Act of 
Parliament making two shafts mandatory in all mines.

The Memorial Service began with a procession from the 
Memorial Hall to the Hester Pit Memorial Garden on St 
Michael’s Avenue led by the Memorial Banner proudly 
carried by Astley High School students, Peter Fraser and 
Josh Darbyshire.

The service commenced with a welcome message from 
Bishop John Packer and was followed by hymns and prayers.

Whytrig Middle School pupil Findley Belshaw, set the scene 
about the disaster and his address was followed by Backworth 
Brass Band who played The Miner’s Hymn, Gresford.

There followed a reading by Reverend David Ormesher, from 
Delaval Parish and an address by Bishop John Packer about 
‘Surviving the Disaster’. The students of New Hartley First 
School and Seaton Sluice Middle School then sang the hymn 
‘One More Step along the World I Go’.

It had been planned to have a new metal arch installed at 
the entrance to the Memorial Garden, however, due to an 
injury to the blacksmith who has been commissioned to 
design and build the arch, it wasn’t able to be completed in 
time for the Memorial Service.

Notwithstanding this, Cllr. Susan Dungworth dedicated the 
soon to be installed arch to the memory of local resident 
and historian John Seymour in recognition of his services 
to the village of New Hartley and particularly for keeping 
its local history alive. A memorial plaque was then unveiled 
by former village resident Clive Raper, a close friend and 
Community Association colleague of the late Mr Seymour. 
It is planned to hold another unveiling ceremony later in the 
spring once the arch is completed and installed.

Hester Pit Disaster Memorial Service

The Memorial Service concluded with a prayer from 
Reverend Eva Walker from Seaton Sluice Methodist Church, 
a final blessing from Bishop Packer and with music by the 
Backworth Brass Band as the procession walked back 
to the Memorial Hall. Refreshments were served at the 
Hall and entertainment was provided by Seaton Sluice 
Middle School Students, local folk group Beeswing and 
the Backworth Brass Band. The Hall had been decorated 
with artwork from local schools depicting scenes from the 
disaster in 1862.

Cllr. Susan Dungworth Hartley Ward Parish Councillor, who 
helped organise the memorial service said: “This disaster 
affected just about every family in New Hartley when it 
happened, and we can only imagine the immense suffering 
it caused. However, the disaster did bring about a change in 
the law; making it compulsory for all pits to have a second 
shaft that could act as a route of escape should other 
accidents happen in the future. It was heart-warming to 
see so many people attending the Memorial Service today 
to remember the men and boys who lost their lives on that 
fateful day.”
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At the Full Council meeting on Wednesday 29 September, 
Findley Belshaw from New Hartley was awarded with an 
Outstanding Achievement in Community Life certificate by 
Seaton Valley Council.

Earlier in September Findley’s mum collapsed along a street 
whilst child minding six children. Findley, who was also 
present, took control of the potentially dangerous situation.

His initial reaction was to get the children away from the kerb 
to ensure their safety, thankfully Helen’s Godson, George was 
also present. Despite the stressful situation Findley thought 
to send George to get Helen’s husband, Kevin.

Kevin helped Helen home, whilst Findley got all six children 
back to his house. He took all their shoes off, made them all 
a drink then took them upstairs to the play room. He did all 
this whilst being worried about his mum.

Unfortunately Findley’s mum went on to collapse a further 
three times and had to be admitted to hospital. Findley 
stayed at home with the children waiting for their parents 
to pick them all up.

During the summer holidays Findley volunteered to help with 
the activities in the village provided by the County Council 
Sports Development Team. He also helps out every Tuesday 
at the Memorial Hall in New Hartley with Tot Shots football.

The Queen will be the first British Monarch to celebrate a 
Platinum Jubilee and celebrations will focus on the jubilee 
weekend of the 2 – 5 June 2022.

The national programme of celebrations will include 
concerts, events and street parties plus an additional day 
on the bank holiday to mark the occasion. As part of the 
celebrations 1,500 Platinum Jubilee Beacons will be lit across 
the country and one in each capital of the Commonwealth.

As part of the Beacons Celebrations, we are planning an 
event to light the Seaton Valley Beacon on the headland in 
Seaton Sluice on Thursday 2 June.

The lighting of our beacon will coincide with the other 
National and Commonwealth Beacons being lit and we will 
also have a piper and a bugler play specially written pieces of 
music to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee. More details will be 
publicised closer to the event.

Away from events the council has agreed to fund the creation 
of new Jubilee Flower Beds In each of our villages. The flower 
beds will have a cherry tree in the centre surrounded by white 
and blue lavender and ornamental red flowers. Each flower 
bed will also have a plaque in recognition of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee and in years to come will be maintained by 
our village In Bloom groups.

Northumberland County Council has allocated £70,000 to 
help communities across Northumberland celebrate this 
special event.

The fund will enable non-profit making community and 
voluntary groups, schools, parish councils and local charities 
within Northumberland to apply for a one-off grant to help 
them with the costs of marking this historic event.

Information on how to apply for a grant is on the County 
Council website: www.northumberland.gov.uk

Queens Platinum Jubilee

Community Certificate

Cllr. Susan Dungworth presents Findley with his certificate

Findley is a very caring, selfless and compassionate 
young man who has used his initiative and quick thinking 
to protect children from potential harm. He is an active 
volunteer and member of his community and enjoys helping 
others. Findley has a bright future ahead of him, and 
although his mum has ongoing health issues this has not 
stopped him from achieving great things.

Cllr. Susan Dungworth, Chair of the Council and Hartley 
Ward Councillor said: “Findley’s reactions were amazing. 
His quick thinking was vital to get his mum the help she 
needed and he ensured that the children were all kept safe 
during this difficult situation. It is a pleasure to award this 
certificate to such a wonderful young man.”
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Work to repaint the five Sewer Gas Destructor Lamps in 
Seaton Valley was completed on 11 August following the 
agreement by councillors to fund the work at the Full 
Council meeting on the 28 July.

There are five Gas Sewage Lamps in Seaton Valley that are 
all Grade II Listed. One is in front of Avenue House in Seaton 
Delaval, three on Collywell Bay Road at or near to Seaton 
Sluice harbour and the forth is in Hartley Square, that was 
part of Old Hartley.

The lamps were installed in Victorian times to take away 
the gas build-up in underground sewers. Old sewers were 
not always laid on sufficient grade or on a true line resulting 
in the accumulation of dangerous and highly inflammable 
methane gas that increased the chances of explosion.

To prevent the build-up of stagnant gases, holes were 
poked into the sewer and free-standing vent pipes were 
installed to allow the foul gases to escape over the heads 
of pedestrians and the levels of adjacent homes. But some 
of these problematic sewers were located in areas where 
homes were multi-storied making vent pipes ineffective.

In the 1890s, Joseph Edmund Webb of Birmingham 
invented and patented a device called the “sewer gas 
destructor lamp” to deal with the problem of putrid sewer 
gases. These lamps looked and behaved like ordinary gas 
lamps that were once a common feature on streets around 
the United Kingdom and the rest of Europe as well. Webb’s 
idea was to vent methane gas up and out of the sewer 
mains through the lamp post to the burner at the top where 
it would be consumed by the flames.

Webb expected the lamps to be fuelled entirely by sewer 
gas effectively turning a nuisance into functional street 
lights. However, it was soon realized that the system didn’t 
work as expected —there was not enough methane to power 
the lights. The flame would die quickly and subsequent 
unburned methane release would create a nauseous 
condition in the area.

Webb quickly modified his design so that the lamps burned 
town gas like ordinary gas lamps did, but they were still 
connected to the sewers below. The heat generated by 
the lamp head created an up draught which pulled gases 
from the sewer through lamp column to the 370 degree 
centigrade flame, where it burned together with the town 
gas. A single lamp was said to be capable of venting up to 
three quarters of a mile of sewer. The gas lamps not only 
removed methane but they also helped to sanitize the 
sewer air by burning dangerous microbes. 

The sewer gas lamp turned out to be so effective that 
they were installed all around the UK in towns and cities 
including London, Sheffield, Winchester, Durham, Whitley 
Bay, Monkseaton, Seaton Delaval and Seaton Sluice. The 
lamps remained lit all round the clock.

Sewer lamps became obsolete with the change in plumbing 
practice. Today, sewage gas is vented out above the roofs 
through the buildings’ plumbing system.

Our lamps have been painted Mid Brunswick Green, which 
is likely to have been to original colour of the lamps when 
they were installed. When the paint was scraped back 
from the lamps, there were visible traces of green paint on 
the metal base.

Cllr. Susan Dungworth, Hartley Ward Councillor and Chair 
of the Council said, “The lamps look amazing now that 
they are back to their original colour. We are so fortunate 
to have these fine examples of Victorian engineering 
in Seaton Valley. Although none of the lamps are still 
working, they are an important part of our village’s history. 
Repainting the lamps will help preserve these historical 
assets for future generations.”

The painting work was carried out by Tynemouth 
Decorators Ltd, who also painted the Sewer Gas Lamps 
around the North Tyneside area.

Sewer Gas Destructor Lamps
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base to conduct Sea Mine Laying operations in the Furze 
area just off the coast of Spain. According to reports the 
plane was shot down near to the Cabo Higuer lighthouse 
with all seven crew missing, presumed killed in action.

Harold was born in Holywell Village on the 25 November 1910 
and was the son of a Miner and lived with his parents, Henry 
Alfred and Mary Eleanor Jenkins, in Double Row. He went 
to the local school then on to King Edward Grammar School 
in Morpeth. When he left school he worked for the council 
in Seaton Delaval and then worked as a Conductor for the 
Northern Bus Company before joining the RAF Volunteer 
Reserves.

He got married in April 1934 to Annie, who was from 
Gateshead. They had one son, Dennis, who was born in 
October 1934.

Dennis and his son Sholto are pictured to the left at the 
Fountain War Memorial in Holywell to remember their father 
and grandfather Harold.

Cllr. Les Bowman, County and Parish Councillor for Holywell 
Ward said, “It is important that we never forget the sacrifice 
that people like Sergeant Jenkins made for us in the war. It 
is appropriate that he is remembered on the War Memorial 
in the village where he was born and grew up.”

Sergeant Jenkins and the crew of Lancaster III ED799 
WS-G are remembered in honour on Memorial Panels at 
the Commonwealth War Graves Memorial at Runnymead in 
Surrey, in Lincoln Cathedral and at the International Bomber 
Command Centre in Lincoln.

Sergeant Harold Jenkins was a Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve who was killed in action when his plane came 
down in the Bay of Biscay off the coast of Spain on the 23 
April 1943.

The council was contacted by Sergeant Jenkin’s family 
to say that his name was missing from War Memorials in 
Seaton Valley. After carrying out some checks the omission 
was confirmed and the council agreed to have Sergeant 
Jenkins’ name added.

The council suggested to the family that his name be added 
to the World War II plaque at the War Memorial Fountain in 
Holywell as he was born and lived in the village.

Sergeant Jenkins was a Weapons Operator / Air Gunner 
and was part of a seven man crew on a Lancaster from 
9 Squadron based at Royal Air Force Waddington in 
Lincolnshire. On the 22 April 1943 his Lancaster left its

War Hero Remembered

Pictured above are the crew of Lancaster WS-G. (Sergeant Jenkins 
back row second from the left)

Pictured above are the crew of Lancaster WS-G at a pre-mission 
briefing. (Sergeant Jenkins back row second from the left)
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Farewell to parish Vicars on retirement

A much-loved vicar of Delaval Parish has retired after eight 
and a half years of dedicated service in the community and 
neighbouring parishes of Seaton Valley.

Revd. David Bowler has been a central part of the 
community as the Vicar for the Parish of Delaval. The parish 
includes the churches of St. Paul’s in Seaton Sluice, St. 
Michael’s in New Hartley and the Church of our Lady in the 
hamlet of Seaton.

David was ordained in 2008 and started his service with the 
church at St. Nicholas in Cramlington. He was subsequently 
appointed as the NHS Chaplain at Northgate and St. 
George’s in Morpeth before eventually moving to Seaton 
Valley as the Vicar for Delaval Parish.

David said: “The people in Seaton Valley are lovely. I 
have enjoyed my time as the Parish Vicar serving the 
communities of New Hartley and Seaton Sluice and I will 
miss everyone.”

David is originally from London and has lived in various 
places before settling in Northumberland. He plans to 
spend his retirement in Newbiggin.

The council presented David with a framed picture of 
Seaton Sluice Harbour to mark his retirement. The picture 
was presented by Cllr. Susan Dungworth, Chair of the 
Council and Councillor for Harley Ward.

Cllr. Dungworth said: “It has been great working with David 
over the years. He has brought the community together 
and will be missed by the residents in New Hartley, Seaton 
Sluice and throughout Seaton Valley.”

We also said a fond farewell to Father Phil Hughes, who 
is retiring after 14 years of dedicated service in our 
community as vicar of Seghill Holy Trinity Parish and to the 
Seaton Valley area.

Father Phil has been the vicar at Holy Trinity since October 
2007. The parish includes Seghill Holy Trinity Church and 
St.Mary’s Church in Holywell village.

Phil was ordained in 1989 and started his service with the 
church at Sedgley in the West Midlands. Phil later became 
the first Crown Vicar at the Parish of Boscoppa, close to 
St. Austell in Cornwall. Phil later moved to become the 
First Chaplain at Gatwick Airport that included being the 
Chaplain to Sussex Police and the Immigration Centre 
at Gatwick. He then moved to become the Chaplain at 
Heathrow Airport that included the villages near the end of 
the runway. He was also the Chaplain to the Metropolitan 
Police and Chaplain for British Airways.

As Crown Vicar, Father Phil was appointed by the Queen to 
the Parish of Seghill Holy Trinity in 2007.

Phil is originally from Shrewsbury and he plans to spend his 
retirement in Shropshire to be near to his family. 

The council presented Phil with a framed picture of 
Holy Trinity Church to mark his retirement. The picture 
was presented by Cllr. Les Bowman, County and Parish 
Councillor for Holywell Ward.

Cllr. Bowman said: “Farther Phil will be sadly missed by the 
people of Holy Trinity Parish and the far wider community in 
Seaton Valley that he has served.”

On behalf of Seaton Valley Council and all of the residents, 
we wish David and Phil a long and happy retirement.
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Focus On – Seaton Valley Food Hubs
Volunteers are running Community Food Hubs in the 
villages of New Hartley, Seaton Delaval and Seghill to 
provide free food for anyone who needs a bit of extra 
support in Seaton Valley.

The food hubs were set up by community groups with 
the support of Community Voluntary Action Blyth Valley 
in 2020 and work from the village community centres. 
The main funding for the project came from the National 
Lottery Community Fund.

The hubs have seen an increased demand to supply food 
during the pandemic and despite having to adapt to 
social distancing requirements the hub’s volunteers have 
coped admirably with the situation to keep users safe 
when they come to collect food.

The food hubs are open at the community centres on 
Wednesday mornings and have a selection of tinned and 
packaged food and some fresh fruit and vegetables when 
available.

The majority of the food comes from FareShare North 
East who provides perfectly good surplus food to local 
community groups throughout the North East. Food is 
also donated by local food retailers, public donations and 
purchased by the hubs with money and vouchers.

This food, donated by retailers and producers, would 
normally go to waste.

Food is delivered from the FareShare North East warehouse 
to the community centres, where volunteers place the 
food into bags ready for people who are collecting it. The 
hubs also make deliveries where people cannot access the 
community centres.

Lorraine Allen, who runs the food hub in Seghill said: “the 
food hubs are located at central places in our villages and are 
places where people can get food without having to answer 
questions on entitlement.”

“During the pandemic, people have been able to see friends 
that they haven’t seen in a while. Having a coffee morning in 
the community centre on a Wednesday at the same time as 
the food hub has enabled people to stop and have a chat and 
catch up with friends.”

Lorraine added: “I would like to thank all of the volunteers 
who help out at the food hubs; without them, the project 
would not work. I would also like to thank FareShare, retailers 
and everyone who donates food for the food hubs.”

Seaton Delaval Food Hub tries to make their hub more of 
a shopping experience. The food is laid out on tables and 
people bring their own shopping bags; only taking what they 
need. They receive food donations from residents and have 
had vouchers from Lakes and Dales Cooperative in Seaton 
Delaval. The food hub also has a book exchange scheme 
and people can get knitted items that have been donated by 
the community.

In New Hartley, the food hub works with the local charity 
HOPE (Help Other People Eat). They also get food donated 
locally and have received vouchers to purchase food from 
the Lakes and Dales Cooperative in Seaton Delaval.

During the summer months a trial has been ran that allows 
the Seaton Valley allotment holders in Seaton Delaval 
to donate fresh vegetables from their plots that is then 
collected and distributed at the Seaton Delaval food hub. It is 
hoped to continue with this initiative in the summer this year.
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It feels as though we’re racing through 
2022 with several key dates in the area’s 
history already marked.

January began with a free event around the 200th 
anniversary of the fire that nearly destroyed Seaton Delaval 
Hall.

Around 4pm on 3 January 1822, sailors off the coast at 
Seaton Sluice noticed a red glow coming from up the hill that 
was initially mistaken for a sunset. The fire, which destroyed 
the South East Wing and left the Central Hall and Basement 
the shell we know today, raged for five hours as hundreds of 
local people battled to save the Hall and its contents. The 
weather was clearly not as it was 200 years earlier and we 
were thrilled that so many people came along to mark the 
date despite the rain we experienced that night!

Less than two weeks later members of the team attended 
the commemoration of the 160th anniversary of the Hester 
Pit disaster. Reflecting on the terrible moment when 204 
people lost their lives, what was striking was the number 
of people who had turned out to mark the occasion. 
Despite what happened, the local community rose out of 
the tragic events stronger and more resolute to thrive, 
and it was testament to all those involved this year – from 
the local schools who sang so beautifully to the team 
behind the refreshments in the Memorial Hall – that the 
commemorations were so well attended.

What connects these two events is undoubtedly that sense 
of community and strength and a determination to carry on 

and support each other, regardless of what’s thrown at us. 
With everything that’s been happening in the world over the 
last couple of years sometimes it’s felt as though we’d never 
get to this point, but after four years we can finally say that 
the Hall’s National Lottery Heritage Fund-supported Curtain 
Rises project is drawing to a close. As we celebrate reaching 
that point, it’s time for us to say a massive thank you to you 
for your continued support of the Hall. Between 19-27 March 
with a valid National Lottery ticket you can visit the Hall 
completely free of charge. Simply turn up, present your ticket 
and see the difference your contribution has made.

As the final element of the project, the West Wing will 
reopen to you later this spring and we can’t wait to welcome 
you back. It’ll look very different to how it did when it was 
last open: it’s been re-roofed; had a new, breathable paint 
scheme that will help conserve the stonework; a new, 
conservation-grade heating and lighting system has been 
installed and the collection is being returned to the wing 
and re-presented with a new interpretation scheme. We’re 
currently putting the finishing touches to the plans and will 
keep you posted for the West Wing reopening dates!

Tots’ Plots starts up again for the year on Friday 1 April – no 
fooling! This remains a free drop-in gardening session for 
under 5s and their parents/legal guardian between 10:30am- 
midday every week. No need to book in advance and 
admission not included. Just be sure to don your wellies and 
waterproofs – we’ll be out there in all weathers!

Spring will also see the reintroduction of our walks, talks 
and tours programme and, along with the gardens bursting 
into life as the bluebells give way to tulips which, in turn, 
make way for the rhododendrons and laburnum arch, there is 
plenty to enjoy a full day out at the Hall this spring.

Seaton Delaval Hall

SeatonDelavalNT NationalTrustSeatonDelavalHall nationaltrust.org.uk/seaton-delaval-hall

Pictured above Seaton Delaval Hall (Colin Davison ©)

Pictured above Seaton Delaval Hall (Colin Davison ©)
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Seaton Valley Partnership Performance Report 1 October - 
31 December 2021

Street Cleaning
100% of Litter picks and bin emptying has been  
completed to schedule.

Mechanical Sweeping completed to schedule.

22,600 kg of litter was collected and 46 fly tips were 
removed during this period. 19 fly tips were also 
investigated by the Enforcement Team.

11 abandoned vehicles, 1 fly post, 1 highway, 8 duty of care 
and 7 yard accumulations were actioned by Enforcement 
during this period. 14 advice letters, 7 warning letters, 1 
FPN, 3 Statutory Notices and 2 Community Protection 
Warnings were issued.

Customer Feedback
COMPLAINTS
4 formal stage one complaints were received during the 
period 1 October - 31 December 2021. All complaints are 
investigated and actioned accordingly.

COMPLIMENTS
4 Compliments were received during the period 1 October - 
31 December 2021 regarding Neighbourhood Services.

During the COVID-19 pandemic we have 
continued to work within the Government’s 
guidance to maintain the safety of staff 
and members of the public during this 
unprecedented time.

Public Realm
Bus Shelter cleaning completed to schedule.

War Memorial inspection and cleansing completed to schedule, with 
additional cleansing of areas in preparation for Remembrance Day.

Installation of Christmas trees across all five villages in Seaton 
Valley, with additional cleansing for Christmas light switch on.

Storm Arwen clear up is ongoing.

Replacement of aging litter bins throughout Seaton Valley 
completed.

SEATON VALLEY PARTNERSHIP EXPENDITURE  
ALLOCATION 2021/22

BUDGET 2020/2021

Budget £609,460

Grounds Maintenance

Grounds Maintenance
GRASS CUTTING / WEED CONTROL
Grass cutting operations ceased for the season during October and the winter works programme commenced.

WINTER WORKS PROGRAMME
The winter works programme is in progress. Shrub bed maintenance has been completed in a variety of locations across Seaton 
Valley, including the following: Kings Arms Memorial, Hester Pit Memorial, Fernbank A190, Hartley Care Home, Seaton Sluice Park, 
Crag Park, Linden Rd, Nursery Gardens, Wheatridge Field, Bates Cricket Ground, Astley Road School, Hester bungalows, New 
Hartley Residents Club, Seghill Bowling Green, Burnside Close, Northcott Gardens, Laycock Gardens rear, Main Street Seghill. 
Footpath Edging has been completed in the following areas: Avenue Road, Prospect Ave, Blyth Street Est, Wheatridge, Avenue head 
to Keel Row Pub, Poppy Park, Double Row and all New Hartley. Extra edging also completed in Seaton Sluice.

“For the past 6 months, Seghill pots and beds have been fantastic, the park etc. is gorgeous. Thank you to the team for 
such a great effort, it all looks so beautiful”

Quote of the Quarter

Public Realm

Street Cleansing

£152,365

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

£152,365 £152,365 £152,365
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Councillor Information

Cllr. Susan Dungworth

CHAIR
Hartley Ward

TEL 
0191 237 5531

EMAIL 
susandungworth61@gmail.com

Wed 23 March

Full Council

7.00pm
Seaton Delaval

Community Centre

--

Wed 27 April

Full Council

7.00pm
Venue TBC

--

Wednesday 25 May

Annual Meeting & 
Annual Parish Meeting

6.30pm
New Hartley Memorial Hall

--

NEXT COUNCIL  
MEETING DATES

Planning Sub-Committees will 
be scheduled as and 

when required.

SURGERIES

Information on our Councillor’s 
Surgeries is available on 

our website - The Council - 
Councillor Details

Please use the contact details 
above if you wish to contact 

your Ward Councillor to 
discuss any issues.

Cllr. Graham Eastwood

VICE CHAIR
Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward

TEL 
07787 072147

EMAIL 
cllrgesvpc@gmail.com

Cllr. David Ferguson

Hartley Ward

TEL 
07890 046696

EMAIL 
david.ferguson01@

northumberland.gov.uk

Cllr. Jill Henderson

Hartley Ward

TEL 
07918 665959

EMAIL 
jill1104@icloud.com

Cllr. Les Bowman

Holywell Ward

TEL 
07904 060594

EMAIL 
lesbowman@me.com

Cllr. Eva Coulson

Holywell Ward

TEL 
07548 252043

EMAIL 
evacoulson@hotmail.co.uk

Cllr. Ann Stanners

Holywell Ward

TEL 
07576 431152

EMAIL 
annstanners@hotmail.com

Cllr. Sue Bowman

Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward

TEL 
07961 940065

EMAIL 
suebowman@me.com

Cllr. Eve Chicken

Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward

TEL 
07922 673987

EMAIL 
eve.chicken@yahoo.co.uk
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
COMPETITION

2022

CATEGORIES

PRIZES

Landscape | Wildlife | Village Life 
| Under 18s | Under 10s

£50 Gift Card 

for each category winner

Theme: Pictures that represent 
the place where you live.

Closing date: 3 April 2022

Entry is Free. Entrants can submit up 
to 10 photographs.

The competition is open to residents of Seaton Valley. All photos 
must be taken within the Seaton Valley boundary.

No professional photographers allowed. All entries must be 
submitted by email in JPEG or PNG format.

Entrants agree to the reproduction 
of any photographs submitted in SVC 
publications, website etc.

Submission Requirements and how 
to enter is on our website under the 
Community menu:

www.seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk


