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Seaton Valley Council 
Minutes 19 January 2022 

 

Seaton Valley Council 
A Community Council 
 

Minutes of a Meeting held on Wednesday 19 January 2022 at 7.00 pm. Online via Zoom. 
The meeting started at 7.02 p.m.  
 

PRESENT: 
Councilors: 

S Dungworth (Chair), G Eastwood, E Coulson, S Bowman  L Bowman  (joined at 7.25pm) 
A Stanners, E Chicken and J Henderson 
 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
S Potts – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer  
 
  
CO001/22 1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr D Ferguson had hoped to attend the meeting but wasn’t able to and Cllr L Bowman 
joined the meeting at 7.25pm. 

  
CO002/22 2. Disclosure of interests 

There were no declarations of interest. 
  
CO003/22 3. Chair’s Welcome and Civic Announcements 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Council’s first meeting of the new calendar year and 
wished everyone a Happy New Year.  
 
She then asked for everyone to observe a minutes silence in memory of the late County 
Councillor for Seghill and Seaton Delaval, Paul Scott, who had died suddenly at the 
beginning of January. 
 
At the conclusion of the minutes silence, Cllr Dungworth announced that item 10 on the 
agenda ‘proposed relocation of Elsdon Avenue GP surgery’ would be brought forward to 
immediately following Public Question Time. 
 
Cllr Dungworth then referred to the Hester Pit Disaster Memorial Service that had taken 
place on Sunday 16th January in New Hartley to mark the 160th Anniversary of the 
disaster. Around 300 people had attended the service which began with a procession from 
the Memorial Hall to the Memorial Garden. The procession was led by two Astley High 
School students carrying the New Hartley Colliery Hester Pit Banner accompanied by the 
Backworth Colliery Brass Band.  
 
In closing this item on the agenda Cllr Dungworth informed the meeting that she and Cllr 
Sue Bowman had enjoyed a complimentary journey on the Northumberland Line earlier in 
the day remarking that the journey time from Seaton Delaval to Newcastle took 
approximately 18 minutes. Cllr Dungworth said that she looked forward to the reopening of 
the line which had been a policy goal of successive County Council administrations, as it 
would undoubtedly bring benefits to the residents of Seaton Valley  
 
There were no further civic announcements. 

  
CO004/22 4. Public Question Time 

No comments or questions had been submitted. 
  
CO005/22 5. Proposed Relocation of Elsdon Avenue GP Surgery 
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Three representatives from Northumbria Primary Care Trust were in attendance to explain 
why the relocation to a site close to the Hastings Arms is being proposed. The 
representatives explained that a formal planning application would be made in due course 
but at this time the authority was seeking initial views on the proposed relocation as part of 
a wider 12 week engagement process with patients and the wider community. 
 
The representatives explained that the current premises are too small and in need of 
substantial modifications to bring them up to a standard expected of a modern GP 
surgery, hence the need for purposed built premises at a new location. They went on to 
say that the vast majority of comments received so far had been supportive of the 
proposed move.   
 
During the discussion that followed all Councillors expressed general support for the 
proposal as the new premises would obviously benefit the majority of the surgeries 
existing patients. The new surgery would be on a bus route, parking would be improved 
and the new design would allow for additional treatments/services to be provided. 
 
Whilst parking was likely to be improved, Councillors suggested that early discussions 
should be held with the Lakes and Dales Co-Op with a view to securing additional 
overflow parking within the Co Op site, just in case it is needed. 
 
At the close of the discussion the Chair asked the Clerk to write to the Care Trust 
confirming the Council’s support for the proposed relocation and thanked the Trust’s 
representatives for their attendance. The Trust’s representatives then left the meeting. 
 

  
CO006/22 6. County Councillor Update 

Cllr L Bowman having just joined the meeting proceeded to give an update on NCC 
matters concentrating on NCC’s recent cabinet decision to not proceed with the 
amalgamation of Whytrig and Seaton Sluice Middle Schools on a single site with Astley 
High School. 
 
He reminded Councillors that Seaton Valley Council had agreed to  support this outcome  
at its last meeting with a proviso that significant and early funding is allocated to improve 
the facilities and fabric of the building at Seaton Sluice Middle School. Cllr Bowman said 
that he was very concerned that this funding doesn’t appear to be forthcoming which he 
said is likely to result in middle school students in one part of Seaton Valley having access 
to significantly better buildings and facilities (when the Astley/Whytrig new build is 
completed) than their peers in another part of Seaton Valley.  
 
Cllr Eastwood supported Cllr Bowman’s comments and went on to highlight his fear that 
the parents of children at Seghill First School and New Hartley First School in particular 
might well decide to move their children out of Seaton Sluice Middle School and in to 
Whytrig Middle School if such new investment isn’t forthcoming; a scenario which could 
have significant adverse financial implications for the ongoing viability of the latter. 
 
At the end of the discussion it was RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to Director 
of Children’s Services at NCC to remind her of the need for urgent investment in 
Seaton Sluice Middle School and to set out the council’s concerns about the effect 
a lack of such investment might have on the ongoing viability of Seaton Sluice 
Middle School. 
 

  
CO007/22 7. Minutes of the Council’s last meeting. 

The minutes of the Council’s Meeting held on 24 Nov 2021 were agreed and accepted as 
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a true record of that meeting.  
 

  
CO008/22 8. Minutes of Finance and General Purposes Committee  

Members agreed to receive and note the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held on 08 December 2021. 

 
  
CO009/22 9. Services and Partnership Update 

In reviewing the Service Officer’s report the Chair highlighted the following matters: 
• Storm damage to West Terrace allotment fencing has now been made safe, 
• The Clerk has asked NCC planners to expedites its decision on the council’s 

application to install a new play are at Northside Place, Holywell, and 
• A new 1 metre high metallic green boundary fence has been ordered for The 

Dunes play area in Seaton Sluice, 
 

  
CO010/22 10. Memorial for Ray Kennedy 

The Clerk’s report outlined a proposal to raise external finance to fund the erection of a 
memorial to the footballer Ray Kennedy who was born and grew up in Seaton Valley. The 
report went on to provide a little history on Ray’s illustrious playing career with New 
Hartley Juniors, Arsenal, Liverpool and England and touched on his work with Parkinson’s 
Disease Society. 
 
All Councilor’s supported the proposal and RESOLVED TO set up a small steering 
group to drive the proposal forward and to coordinate fund raising activities. The 
steering group will also be tasked with recommending the design/structure of the 
memorial and will be made up of the Chair; Vice Chair; and  representatives from 
New Hartley Juniors, Mr Kennedy’s family and a the community. Council agreed to 
make a donation of £500 to kick start the fund raising campaign. 
 

  
CO011/22 11. Budgetary Control Update 

The Clerk presented his report which provided detailed and summary information on the 
Council’s income and expenditure compared to budget as at 05 January 2022. In 
summary, the Clerk said that the Council’s income and expenditure is more or less in line 
with budgets, when previously reported/ expected variations, are taken into account. The 
report highlighted one or two of these variances and provided explanations where 
required. 
 
In conclusion, the Clerk said that his latest projections suggest that the Council’s budget 
is likely to be underspent by circa. £20,000 in 2021/22 once budget carry forwards and 
contributions to earmarked reserves had been taken into account. 
 

  
CO012/22 12. Bank Reconciliation as at 05 January 2022 

Council agreed to receive the Clerk’s report and noted that there was a small discrepancy 
between the Council’s bank accounts and its financial records that still needed to be 
reconciled. 

 
  
CO013/22 13. Budget Proposals 2022/23 

The Chair introduced the item and presented a brief summary of the Labour Group’s 
budget proposals and subsequently moved said proposals (Appendices 8A and 8B to the 
Clerks report). Cllr Eastwood seconded the proposals of the Labour Group. 
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Cllr Henderson then moved the proposals submitted by the Conservative Group 
(Appendices 8C and 8D to the Clerks report) as an amendment to the proposals 
submitted by the Labour Group. Cllr Chicken seconded the amendment. 
 
The Chair then asked Cllr Henderson  and Cllr Chicken to present the Conservative 
Groups budget proposals which in summary included limiting the council’s element of the 
council tax to a below inflation increase of 2%; increasing the bus shelter and play park 
budget and creating a small budget to encourage additional tree planting. These items 
were offset by a number of savings on overhead budgets and a reduction in the council’s 
environmental enforcement SLA with the County Council. Additionally the group proposed 
to use £15,000 of the council’s unallocated reserves to fund a refresh of the council’s 
Village Plans which were drawn up in 2015. After a short debate the Chair asked 
members to vote on the amendment put forward by Cllr Henderson. The amendment was 
lost by 2 votes to 6 votes. 
 
The Chair then presented the Labour Group budget proposals which aimed to both 
protect current service levels and ensure that the increase in the council’s element of the 
council tax was kept as low as possible. In this regard the Group proposed a 2% increase 
in council tax which is significantly lower than the current rate of inflation. The Group also 
proposed to use £15,000 of the council’s unallocated reserves to fund a refresh of the 
council’s Village Plans which were originally drawn up in 2015.The Chair emphasized that 
the results of this process would be used to inform future investment i.e. such investment 
would be led by the views of residents. 
 
After a further short debate the Chair asked members to vote on the original motion 
proposed by her. This motion was carried by 6 votes to 2 votes. 
 
At the end of the debate Council RESOLVED TO: 
 

a) Approve the build-up of the 2022/23 budgets as shown at Appendix 8A of the 
Labour Group proposals, 
 

b) Agree to set a Council Tax Precept of £586,350 
 

c) Note that in agreeing to set a Council Tax Precept of £586,350, Seaton Valley 
Council’s element of the Council Tax will increase from £121.10 in 2021/22 to 
£123.52 for 2022/23, an increase of 2% (Band D equivalents), 
 

d) Note that Seaton Valley Council’s Band ‘D’ Equivalent Council Tax base has 
increased from 4,724.77 to 4,746.95, 
 

e) Further note that in setting a Council Tax precept of £586,350  the amounts 
of annual Council Tax payable in respect of Seaton Valley Council will be: 
 

• Band A  £82.33   Band E  £150.98 
• Band B  £96.08   Band F  £178.43  
• Band C  £109.80                   Band G  £205.88 
• Band D  £123.52   Band H  £247.25 

 
 

f) Note that the by agreeing a precept of £586,350 the Council will need to make 
a £16,290 contribution from reserves to balance the budget detailed at 
Appendix 8A, £15,000 of which will be used to engage an external body to 
carry out a refresh of the council’s village plan(s),  
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g) Increase Allotment Rents by 2% across the board, 

 
 

h) Agree to continue to subscribe to the Society of Local Council Clerks, the Co 
Operative Council’s Innovation Network and to the Northumberland branch 
of the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) ,  
 

i) Agree to maintain current rent levels for the two flats it owns, and 
 

j) Agree to maintain the Council’s minimum level of non-earmarked reserves at 
its current level of £90,000. 
 

  
CO014/22 14. Dates of Future Scheduled Meetings 

 
2022 Committee/Council Time Venue 
Wednesday 23 
March Full Council  7pm Seaton Delaval Community 

Centre 
Wednesday 27 
April Full Council                                     7pm Seaton Delaval Council 

Offices 
Wednesday 25 
May 

Annual Meeting and 
Annual Parish Meeting 6.30pm New Hartley Memorial Hall 

 
 

 
 
 

There being no other business on the Agenda, the meeting closed at 8.10pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by the Chair: 

 

 
 
 
Dated:  
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