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It was wonderful to see Seaton Valley celebrating  
Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with an  
array of activities and events over the extended  
Bank Holiday weekend. 

Our celebrations commenced with the lighting of the 
Seaton Valley Beacon on the headland at Seaton Sluice 
Harbour. It was lovely to be joined by such a large crowd of 
residents at the event and it was a fitting way to commence 
the Jubilee Celebrations in our area.

Jubilee parties and events were held in the villages on 
the Saturday and were very well supported by residents.  
I would personally like to thank all of the volunteers and 
businesses for their hard work and support in making these 
events happen.  It was truly a great way to celebrate this 
exceptional event in our history.

Our Annual Report provides a summary of the services 
being delivered by the council. We haven’t produced an 
Annual Report since 2019, due to the Covid Pandemic. This 
Annual Report covers the period since the pandemic up to 
the present day. 

In 2021 we published the Seaton Valley Neighbourhood Plan 
following it being accepted at a Referendum. This plan is 
now part of the statutory development plan. Consequently, 
decisions on whether or not to grant planning permission in 
the Seaton Valley Neighbourhood Area will need to be made 
in accordance with the plan.

We have maintained our neighbourhood partnership with 
the County Council, enhancing the essential services and 
maintenance of the green spaces and floral displays, which 
continued to be provided throughout the pandemic.

Apart from a short period during lockdown restrictions, our 
play parks have remained open and we continue to invest in 
their maintenance. A new fence has recently been installed 
around the Dunes Play Park in Seaton Sluice and we plan to 
have a new Play Park installed in Holywell over the summer.

Work is progressing well with the refresh of our Seaton 
Valley Village Plan. We have had a good response to our 
survey and there have been sessions with community 
groups, businesses and students to get their views on what 
matters to them about where they live.

Susan Dungworth
Chair, Seaton Valley Community Council

Welcome to Issue 26 of Seaton Valley Council’s 
Futures Magazine

All of the consultations have now been completed for 
the village plan and we expect that it will be published in 
September. The new village plan will help us to target our 
resources on the priorities and issues you would like us 
to focus on.

We have been working in partnership with Blyth Food  
Bank since 2018 to offer a food parcel distribution point 
in Seaton Valley.  

Over the recent months, as the cost of living crisis has 
begun to hit more and more residents, we have seen an 
increase in the number of referrals that we have received 
from individuals and families in Seaton Valley.

Donations to the food bank have understandably gone 
down recently due to most people having to be careful with 
their spending; however, if you can spare a little to donate 
something to the food bank it would be much appreciated.  
Every donation is helping someone in crisis.

I do hope you enjoy reading this issue of our magazine.  
Please do not hesitate to contact the council about any 
articles included within it.

If you would like to contact Seaton Valley Council,  
Please use the details below:

Telephone:

0191 237 9870
Email:

Contact@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Open:

Monday - Friday
Opening Times:

8:30am - 4:00pm

Address:

20-22 Astley Road 
Seaton Delaval 
Northumberland 
NE25 0DG
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In the last edition of Futures Magazine we announced that 
the council had commissioned ‘Your Back Yard’, a social 
enterprise company, to carry out a refresh of our Seaton 
Valley Village Plan.

The first phase of consultation has been completed, which 
included interviews with over 30 community organisations 
and a survey filled in by over 200 local people. Sessions 
were also carried out with students from Whytrig and 
Seaton Sluice Middle Schools, from which we got literally 
hundreds of responses, providing a good cross section of 
views of young people in the Valley.

Some of the headline findings from the surveys:

• People think traffic is the worst thing about the  
area; community spirit is the best

• More than a quarter of people are now working  
from home

• The cost of living crisis is biting, the majority of  
people are finding it hard to manage finances,  
and expect to struggle in the future

• The majority of young people are quite happy,  
or very happy about where they live 

• As for whether the area has got better or worse in the 
last five years, opinion was divided!

The Dunes Play Park in Seaton Sluice has had a new fence 
installed as part of the council’s ongoing investment of 
our children’s play parks in Seaton Valley.

The new green metal fence has replaced the previous wood 
pillar fence that has been in place since the play park was 
first installed. Some of the wooden pillars had rotted at 
their base and had either fallen over or had been pushed 
over as a result of anti-social behaviour.   

The new green metal fence has been chosen so that it will 
blend into the surrounding grassed area next to the dunes 
and make the play park a safe and secure area for families 
and children to play and have fun.

In addition to the installation of the new fence we have 
also had some of the surface areas repaired.

Seaton Valley Village Plan Update

New Fence for Dunes Play Park

Some of the most popular ideas that have emerged so far 
for improving things:

• More things for young people to do

• Tidy the place up 

• Tackle anti-social behaviour

• Help people find good job opportunities 

• Improve public transport

Amongst young people, a new skate park was most popular, 
with youth shelters, a pop-up cinema and better sports 
facilities not far behind.

With all of the consultation now completed, ‘Your Back Yard’ 
will draft a new Seaton Valley Village Plan that will focus on 
the issues raised by residents and businesses in the area.

The plan will then be used by the council to help target our 
budget to tackle issues and improve our services based on 
the feedback that we have received. 

The Seaton Valley Village Plan is expected to be published 
in September and will be available on our website. Copies of 
the new plan will also be available at our offices in Seaton 
Delaval and in village community centres.

Cllr. Susan Dungworth, Hartley Ward Councillor, said:  
“This new fence and necessary ground works are a 
significant investment into this very popular play park.  
These repairs are part of the council’s commitment to 
providing healthy and fun play parks for young people.”



The council was proud to be part of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee Beacons events on Thursday 2 June 
2022 when the Seaton Valley Beacon was lit at sunset 
along with beacons around the United Kingdom and the 
Commonwealth.

Over 250 residents and visitors joined us at the beacon 
on the headland at Seaton Sluice Harbour to be part of 
the celebrations.

More than 2,000 beacons were lit throughout the UK, 
Channel Islands, UK Overseas Territories and one in each 
of the 54 capital cities of the Commonwealth countries in 
recognition of The Queen’s long and selfless service.  The 
Jubilee Beacons event was organised by Pagentmaster 
Bruno Peek to celebrate this unique milestone in our history.  

Our Jubilee Beacons event commenced with a welcome 
by Cllr. Susan Dungworth, Hartley Ward Councillor and 
Chair of the Council.  This was followed by lone piper, Henry 
Dixon from the North Tyneside Pipe Band and New Hartley 
resident, who played ‘Diu Regnare’ in tribute to her majesty.

This unique tune has been especially written by Piper Stuart 
Liddell, 2020 Glenfiddich Champion and Pipe Major of the 
world champion pipe band, Inveraray and District.

A bugle call entitled ‘Majesty’ was played by Callum Hartwell 
from the Backworth Colliery Band to herald the lighting of  
the beacon.  This bugle call was especially written by Bugler 
Sgt. A W Carlisle from the Hillsborough Fort Guard 
in Northern Island for the event.

At sunset the beacon was lit and was accompanied by members 
of the Cramlington Community Choir who sang a specially 
written composition ‘A Song for the Commonwealth’ that was 
the winner of a Commonwealth- wide song competition.
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Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacons

Cllr. Susan Dungworth said: “I was delighted to 
represent council at our beacon lighting ceremony and 
was pleased to see so many people attending the event 
and enjoying the warm evening that signalled the start 
of the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations for her Majesty in 
Seaton Valley.

The event concluded with the choir singing the National Anthem.
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Seaton Valley Celebrates The Platinum Jubilee
On Saturday 4 June the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee was 
celebrated in style in Seaton Valley.

The council supported the events held by the village 
community associations with a grant to help towards their 
costs in organising and holding the celebrations.

In New Hartley the Community and Residents Association 
held a Jubilee Party and Picnic on the Memorial Field.  

The community association provided a free picnic that 
had been prepared by the Jack and the Bean Stark Café.  

On the Memorial Field there were 1950s games, children’s 
activities and a circus skills workshop. They also had a 
BBQ and refreshments and the evening ended with a live 
band at the Victory Club.

Seaton Sluice and Old Hartly Community Association 
held a number of events over the Jubilee Bank Holiday 
weekend that included an afternoon tea, pie and peas quiz 
night and on the Saturday they held a Jubilee Fun Day.  

At the fun day they had refreshments and a broadcast 
of the Queens Corronation from 1952.  

Outside there were children’s games and activities, a 
climbing wall and entertainment for all the family from 
a magician. 

Seghill Community Association traditionally hold their 
village Gala on the first Saturday in June and this year 
they combined the Gala with the village Platinum  
Jubilee celebrations.

The Jubilee Gala commenced with the annual parade 
of the Gala Prince and Princess.

The parade was led by the Backworth Colliery Brass 
Band followed by the procession along Front Street  
to the Memorial Recreation Ground.

At the recreation ground there was a craft tent, 
refreshments, laser quest, fun fair stalls, games  
and activities. 

Elsewhere, residents throughout the Valley celebrated 
over the Bank Holiday weekend with coffee mornings, 
afternoon teas, street parties and lots of businesses and 
homes were docorated in red, white and blue to celebrate 
this unique occasion.
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Food Bank
Since April 2018 we have been working in partnership 
with Blyth Food Bank to provide a food parcel distribution 
service to residents in Seaton Valley who require support 
from the food bank.  

The account number is: 20234665 Sort Code: 60-83-01

Please use the reference FOODBANK so that we can 
identify your donation.

Each week we collect the food and toiletries donated by 
residents from the donation bins in both Lakes and Dales 
Cooperative stores in Seaton Delaval, the Cooperative 
store in Seaton Sluice, Seaton Sluice Community Centre, 
Seaton Delaval Hall and Seaton Sluice Middle School.  

The donations are taken to the food bank distribution 
centre in Blyth where they are made into parcels to be 
given out. We then keep a supply of food parcels at our 
offices in Seaton Delaval that can be given to residents in 
our area as required.

Referrals come from many sources including 
Northumberland County Council’s Community Together 
Hub, Social Services, Health Professionals, Housing 
Associations, Probation Services and the Job Centres.

In the last financial year, in Seaton Valley, we received 
192 referrals for 333 food parcels for adults and children.  
Since the 1 April this year we have received 66 referrals for 
99 food parcels for adults and children (as at 31 July 2022).   

Unfortunately, we are expecting an increase in the  
number of referrals from individuals and families that  
will be forced to access the food bank as the cost of  
living crisis continues.

The rising cost of living is having an impact on the food 
bank.  Although donations of food and other items are 
slightly down, as more people have to be careful with 
their spending, we are still receiving donations in our 
collections bins.

Alternatively you can also make a financial donation by 
BACS transfer to our account and we will transfer the 
money to the Blyth Food Bank.

The council would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those residents who donate to the food bank for their 
support – donations are particularly helpful in these 
uncertain times. If you would like to make a donation of 
food and other essential items our purple collection bins 
are in the locations included above.  

Examples of what you can donate:

• Breakfast cereals Tinned soup 

• Pasta, rice and pasta sauce

• Tinned fruit and vegetables

• Biscuits

• Tea, coffee and sugar

• Long life milk

• Toiletries

• Feminine hygiene products

• Baby supplies

• Household cleaning items
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2020/2022 Annual Report
Council’s Response to Covid-19 Pandemic

During the Covid-19 pandemic the council had to adapt the 
way that it worked.  Councillors continued to be out in the 
community offering their help and support where needed.  
Although we were able to keep our offices staffed during 
lockdown, we were not open to the public and simply dealt 
with issues over the phone and by email.

During the pandemic we continued to maintain our Food 
Bank distribution service in Seaton Valley and also helped 
to coordinate volunteers who came forward to offer their 
help in the community. In particular the council helped  
with the distribution of packed lunches to Astley  
High School/ Whytrig Middle School free school meal  
recipients and helped to deliver prescription medicines 
from local pharmacies.

The council also agreed to support first, middle and high 
schools in the valley with a funding package of £20,000 
which was used to acquire additional lap tops for  
students who were finding it difficult to access home 
learning opportunities.

When restrictions allowed, our office was re-opened to the 
public and we resumed a full service for our residents.

During the pandemic a number of community events had 
to be cancelled and some of our services were curtailed; 
partly because of this we did not produce an annual report 
for the year ending March 2021, and as a consequence, this 
report covers the period April 2020 up to March 2022.

Make-up of the Council

Parish Elections were held on the 6 May 2021 and the 
following councillors were selected to represent their 
respective wards:

HARTLEY WARD
Susan Dungworth, David Ferguson and Jill Henderson. 

HARTLEY WARD
Les Bowman, Eva Coulson and Ann Stanners.

SEGHILL WITH SEATON DELAVAL WARD
Sue Bowman, Eve Chicken and Graham Eastwood.

Neighbourhood Plan

The council commenced work on the initial stage of 
developing the Seaton Valley Neighbourhood Plan in  
October 2015.

After considerable work developing the plan, and with 
engagement and input from residents, the neighbourhood 
plan was accepted by residents who voted in a Referendum 
held on the 29 July 2021.The plan was formally adopted  
by Northumberland County Council Cabinet on 7  
September 2021.

The plan focuses on the protection of our green and 
open spaces and is part of the statutory development 
plan. Consequently, decisions on whether or not to grant 
planning permission in the Seaton Valley Neighbourhood 
Area will need to be made in accordance with the plan, 
unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

Neighbourhood Partnership with 
Northumberland County Council (NCC)

The work of the partnership is firmly embedded within the 
workings of the council. The relationship between NCC 
and Seaton Valley is very good, and the standard of work 
provided is well regarded by most residents. 

Through the partnership agreement there is additional 
grass cutting in the summer months, additional 
weed spraying and an enhanced programme of floral 
planting. The council is now well into its second five year 
neighbourhood partnership with the county council – the 
current contract will run until March 2024.

Floral Planting

The council is pleased with the county council’s 
performance in this area of work and was particularly 
pleased with the quality of spring bedding this year. 

The Floral Planting contract is nearing the end of its term 
and work has started to plan for a new contract which 
will begin in either April 2023 or April 2024 depending on 
whether or not the council takes up its option to extend the 
current contract period for an additional year.

Promoting Seaton Valley

Our quarterly Futures magazine continues to be well 
received by many residents and is proving to be an 
excellent way of communicating the work of the  
council with the Valley’s community. 

We continue to attend community events throughout the 
year where possible and actively promote the Seaton  
Valley brand.  We held our sixth annual photography 
competition at the start of this year to encourage  
residents to share photographs of where they live.  
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This year’s competition attracted over 200 entries  
across the five competition categories.

Our website had a refresh in 2021 with a friendlier and more 
modern feel with simple navigation. As well as our website 
we continue to share content on our social media accounts.

Play Parks

The council’s play parks are inspected and maintained on 
a regular basis with repairs being carried out as and when 
required. A number of fences were damaged during storm 
Arwen that have now all been repaired.

The wooden fence around The Dunes Play Park in Seaton 
Sluice suffered quite a lot of damage and as a consequence 
a replacement metal fence has just been installed. A 
new fence was also installed at the play park at Hastings 
Gardens in New Hartley to make it safer for young children 
using the park.

Planning permission has been granted for a new pocket play 
park at Northside Place in Holywell. We hope to have the 
park installed over the summer months.

Allotments

The Council ring fences the income it collects from 
allotment rents to spend on allotment repairs and 
improvements. 

We have continued to maintain our allotment sites and 
carried out quite a bit of perimeter fencing work at a 
number of sites.  Some sites did experience damage to 
fencing during storm Arwen.  All of the external perimeter 
fencing that was damaged in the storm has now been 
repaired. 

Having an allotment proved to be very popular during the 
Covid ‘lock-down’ and this demand has continued.  We have 
re-let a number of vacant plots at all of our sites and we are 
pleased that our occupancy rates have increased.

Allotment holders have been asked to donate any surplus 
produce to our local food pantries and receptacles have 
been installed at each allotment site to facilitate this.

Seaton Valley in Bloom

We continued to work with the Valley’s community groups 
to support the In Bloom initiative. Although we only have 

a small budget to help with purchasing bulbs, plants, tubs 
etc. we coordinate the activities of the various village 
groups and help to share best practice.  

Once again there were a number of notable achievements 
in the 2021 Northumbria In Bloom competition. The groups 
are working hard again in the current year to improve the 
appearance of our villages. 

Gardening Competition

The council continued to hold its annual gardening 
competition throughout the Covid pandemic.

We held a reduced category gardening competition in 2021 
due to the Covid restrictions and, although the number of 
entries was down we were still delighted with the response 
and the standard of the entries. The 2022 gardening 
competition has returned to the pre-pandemic format.

Christmas Events

Covid restrictions meant that we were unable to hold our 
usual Christmas events in 2020. However, we were still able 
to run our Christmas Garlands competition with the village 
first schools and we still had the winners turn on their lights 
the village lights and the Christmas tree lights.

A relaxation in Covid restrictions meant that we were 
able to hold our usual events in November 2021 and once 
again they signalled the start of the Christmas period in 
the Valley. We continued our Christmas Lights Design 
competition at each of our first schools and provided 
entertainment and refreshments at the switch on events. 

Storm Arwen arrived in the middle of the programme of 
switch on events that meant we had to reschedule a couple 
of the events for safety reasons. However, once the storm 
passed we were able to hold these events. A few Christmas 
Garlands were damaged in the storm that will be replaced 
for the switch on events in 2022.

Bus Shelters

We installed two new bus shelters, one on Tillmouth 
Avenue in Holywell and one at New Hartley shops.

One of our bus shelters on Beresford Road suffered 
considerable damage during storm Arwen. The shelter 
cannot be repaired and will be replaced during 2022.
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We are still experiencing high numbers of criminal damage 
incidents targeted at our bus shelters. We have started 
to replace some lower panels with metal sheets and have 
started using polycarbonate in the shelter windows to 
prevent them from being broken.

Environmental Enforcement
Dog fouling and fly tipping continue to be two of the 
biggest areas of concern identified by residents, and whilst 
realising that we can’t eradicate the problems completely, 
we have taken steps to actively address the matter.

Since 2019 we have funded a part time Environmental 
Enforcement Officer to increase the resources of the 
county council to tackle environmental issues in the Valley, 
including fly tipping and dog fouling.

We think our efforts are having some affect as the issues 
are becoming much more generally seen as being anti-
social acts. We continue to highlight the problems and push 
for more penalty notices for offenders.

Leisure Activities

We continue to fund services from the NCC Sports 
Development Team to help provide school holiday activities 
and leisure activities within our villages. 

The school holiday activities are held on every school 
holiday with the exception of Christmas. The Sports 
Development Team provides multi sports, football and 
cricket camps in all of our villages that due to our funding 
are free to attend. We also fund free packed lunches for 
all of the children that attend the camps. Our funding also 
helps to finance the Sports Development Teams support to 
village events held during the summer.

The Sports Development Team is also delivering regular 
weekly activities for young and mature residents thanks to 
our continued funding of leisure activities.

Youth Service

The council’s contribution to this service enables the 
County Council’s Youth Service to deliver a weekly youth 
club in Seaton Delaval and outreach work in the other 
villages where necessary. 

In addition to youth engagement it enables an Engagement 
Worker to be employed to help develop and run ad-hoc 
projects for young people across the Valley.

Public Toilets

We have been able to continue to provide some funding 
to ensure that the public toilets in West Terrace in Seaton 
Sluice and Avenue Head in Seaton Delaval remain open. 

The council has now embedded this support into its base 
budget and has agreed to provide funds to NCC to enable it 
to keep both of these public toilets open all year round.

Food Parcel Distribution 

The council, in partnership with Blyth Food Bank, is 
providing a food parcel distribution service from our offices 
in Seaton Delaval so that qualifying Seaton Valley residents 
can collect their food parcels from a more convenient 
location.   

We also have a number of food bank donation points in 
shops, community centres and Seaton Delaval Hall that are 
emptied on a regular basis and the donations are taken to 
the Blyth Food Bank.

In the last year we were able to help facilitate the delivery/
collection of 333 food parcels to support some of the more 
disadvantaged families in the Valley.

Members Small Schemes Budget

In July 2020 the council agreed to allocate a one off budget 
of £10,000 per village to carry out specific projects. 

This funding has been used for a variety of projects 
including; the acquisition of a number of picnic benches 
for installation throughout the Valley, a contribution to the 
resurfacing of the pathways  and the replacement of the 
old metal benches in the Memorial Park, Seaton Sluice; 
the design, build and installation of the ornamental arch 
at New Hartley; a contribution to the Community Orchard 
in Holywell;  and the installation of the large free standing 
hanging baskets and removal of the cobbled areas  in front 
of the Elsdon Avenue shops in Seaton Delaval.

Work is progressing to agree outstanding schemes in both 
Seghill and Holywell which we hope to be able to deliver 
later in 2022.  
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Desktop Analysis of the Council’s Income And Expenditure
Where Does our Money Come From?

Approximately 84% of the Council’s total income of £678,120 
in 2021/22 came from its annual precept which it served on 
Northumberland County Council. The Council’s precept was 
£572,170 which is collected via residents Council Tax bills. 
Seaton Valley Community Councils Band D equivalent Council 
Tax for 2021/22 was £121.10, which equated to approximately 
£2.33 per week.

The Council received grant support from two of its County 
Councillors totalling £11,030 to help fund schemes in Seaton 
Sluice (Memorial Park resurfacing works) and in Seaton Delaval 
(improvements to Elsdon Avenue shopping area). It also 
received a refund of £53,100 in respect of previous  
year’s overpayments on its Neighbourhood Partnership  
contract with NCC. 

Additionally, the Council collects rent on both the two flats it 
owns above its offices (£11,850) and on the allotment sites it 
manages throughout the ‘Valley (£19,230)’. In total this income 
amounted to £31,080 in 2021/22.

Miscellaneous income amounted to £2,740 and the Council 
processed internal recharges to services of £8,000 giving total 
income for the year of £678,120.

Should you require any further information relating to 
the Income and Expenditure of the Council then please 
contact the Clerk, Simon Potts via

telephone on:  
0191 2379870

or via email at:  
Clerk@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Staffing £115,938

Office  Administration  
& Overheads £53,208

May Elections £10,255

Allotments £28,162

Christmas Events £22,166

Bus Shelters £12,542

Floral Planting £25,505

Youth Services  
& Youth Activities £27,416

Playgrounds £54,632

Neighbourhood Partnership £190,401

Community Engagement  
& Development £38,396

Other Services £30,361

Reserves
As at the 31 March 2022 the Council’s usable reserves (after 
allowing for a minimum reserve level of £90,000) totalled 
£172,530 a breakdown of which is shown in the table below:

Where do we Spend Our Money?

In 2021/22 the Council spent £608,980 on a range of services, 
salaries and running costs. These costs are summarised in the 
Pie Chart below.

Playgrounds - Repairs And Renewal Founds

Flats - Building And Maintenance Fund

Unallocated Reserves

Total Usable Reserves 172,530

81,230

5,000

86,300

Types Of Reverse £

And something to look out for in 2022/23...

Village Plan Update

Our last village planning exercise was carried out in 2015, 
so as part of the 2022/23 budget exercise it was agreed to 
commission an update of these plans. 

Your Back Yard, a community interest company, has again 
been commissioned to carry out this work which will aim, 

through the use of focus groups and questionnaires, to 
highlight resident’s priorities. The council will then be 
able to target its resources at the priorities identified by 
residents.

Play Areas

As mentioned above we hope to be able to deliver a new 
pocket play area in Holywell later this year.
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Jake Preece, NCC Sports Development Team Project 
Manager said: “The programme has been made 
possible by the funding from Seaton Valley Council 
that demonstrates the council’s dedication to provide 
activities for young people.”

School Holiday Sports Camps
The school holiday sports camp programme is funded by 
Seaton Valley Council to provide free activities for young 
people during the school holidays. 

In partnership with the council, the Northumberland Sports 
Development Team provides a programme of sports camps 
held at venues in all of the Seaton Valley villages. 

The sports camp programme runs across the school holidays 
and mid- terms with the exception of any Bank Holidays and 
the Christmas holiday period; this totals 11 weeks of free 
activities.

The sports camps include tennis, cricket, football and multi-
sports and have proven to be popular with families and  
most sports camps are fully booked.

This year at the Easter, Spring and Summer mid-term sports 
camps we had over 200 attendances reported across the 
four weeks of activities which saw over 48 hours of activities 
delivered free of charge to families.

The summer 2022 School Holiday Sports Camp programme 
runs from 25 July until the 2 September.  We are delighted 
with the uptake of bookings, with most of the camps being 
fully booked.

The council also provides additional funding to the 
school holiday programme to ensure that a free packed 
lunch is provided to each young person who attends the 
sports camps.  These packed lunches are prepared by 
volunteers from New Hartley and Seaton Sluice Community 
Associations and we thank them for their continued support.
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Seaton Delaval Hall -  Curtain’s Up!
When the last edition of Futures magazine was hitting your 
doormats, the doors to the West Wing at Seaton Delaval 
Hall were close to being reopened. Since that time, not 
only has the West Wing reopened but the four-year-long 
National Lottery Heritage Fund-supported Curtain Rises 
project has now finished.  

Over the last few weeks it’s been brilliant to welcome 
people back to the completed spaces and see them enjoy 
exploring. From the upside-down room to the Georgian wig, 
the Game of Seaton Delaval Hall and the open Collections 
Store; it’s fantastic to see people back again.

To get to this point has only been possible thanks to the 
many local people who, over the last 13 or so years, have 
generously given their time, expertise and support to 
the Hall. 

A project of this scale requires careful planning, research 
and consideration over a long period of time and to have 
reached this milestone is in part recognition of those 
contributions.  If you helped fundraise for the Hall, dropped 
£1 in a bucket, researched, volunteered or visited, thank you 
for all your contributions. With your support, Seaton Delaval 
Hall will be enjoyed by many generations to come. 

We officially closed the project on 9 July with Carnival 
Capers, a celebration filled with street theatre, 
performance and spectacle to rival one of the Gay Delavals’ 
notorious 18th Century parties. If you joined us we hope you 
had a good time!

Outside of the project we’ve recently welcomed several 
local first and primary schools on their summer outings as 

well as work experience students from Astley High School 
and George Stephenson High School.  We’re currently 
putting the finishing touches to our learning resources 
and if you want to talk to someone in the team about how 
we can work with you to support your curriculum, please 
contact Anna Gillings, Partnerships & Programming Officer, 
at anna.gillings@nationaltrust.org.uk. 

By the time this lands there will probably be just under two 
weeks left of the summer holidays. If you fancy a trip to 
Seaton Delaval Hall there’s lots to do.  We’re encouraging 
you to Come Out & Play with us at our drop-in activities 
including giant egg and spoon races, tower building, 
skipping challenges and hobby horse races! Teens may 
enjoy flexing their digital muscles with our Digital Delavals 
collection of Instagram stickers and filters which were 
designed and created in partnership with Year 10 students 
from Whitley Bay High School. Thanks to their creative 
skills you can ‘wig yourself’, discover which of the Delavals 
you are or make a statue come to life! There are also  
several stickers to discover.  Search ‘ntsdh’ in the  
Instagram sticker gallery.

Once the schools go back, from Friday 9 September pre-
school age children can again enjoy Tots’ Plots, our free 
term-time drop-in gardening and craft sessions on a Friday 
morning from 10:30am – noon. This runs every Friday until 
October half term and admission is not required. 

As ever, keep your eyes out on our social channels 
(Facebook: NationalTrustSeatonDelavalHall; Twitter: 
SeatonDelavalNT, Instagram: SeatonDelavalHallNT) for 
news and updates. 

SeatonDelavalNT NationalTrustSeatonDelavalHall nationaltrust.org.uk/seaton-delaval-hall
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Advertisements

whitleybaybarbarians.co.uk
Email: info@whitleybaybarbarians.co.uk

Phone: 07969 360916

FREE TASTER SESSIONS
GIVE IT A TRY!

WHITLEY BAY 
BARBARIANS

WANT YOU TO

Club Training held Wednesday’s 6:00 - 7:30 
Recruiting for: 

Girls Under 12, Under 14 , Under 16 & Open Age Ladies
Where: Seghill Rugby Club - NE23 7EZ

Boys Under 8’s, Under 10’s, Under 12’s and Under 16’s
Where: North Shields Rugby Club - NE29 9ND

To advertise here please contact David Freeman on 
0191 2379870 or email,

Engagement@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk

YOUR LOCAL ESTATE AGENT 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS

Do you have a property to sell or to rent? 
When you sell or let  your home with ML Estates you 
have peace of mind you are in experienced hands. 

 

We are Seaton Valley’s oldest Estate agent. 
 

We advertise your property on the most popular 
property websites and work closely with you 

throughout the process step by step.
 

0191 237 6060

sd@mlestates.co.uk

www.mlestates.co.uk

27 Avenue Road, Seaton Delaval, 
Tyne & Wear, NE25 0DT
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Street Cleaning

LITTER PICKING 
100% of litter picks and bin emptying has been completed 
to schedule.

Mechanical Sweeping completed to schedule.

FLY TIPPING
21,940 kg of litter was collected and 40 incidents of fly 
tipping were actioned. 7 fly tips were also investigated by 
the Enforcement Team.

8 abandoned vehicles, 4 duty of care and 9 yard 
accumulations were actioned by Enforcement during the 
period 1st April - 30th June 2022.

Customer Feedback

COMPLIMENTS
5 Compliments were received during the period 1st April - 
30th June 2022 regarding neighbourhood services.

COMPLAINTS
7 formal stage one Complaints were received during the 
period 1st April - 30th June 2022.

All complaints are investigated and actioned accordingly.

Public Realm

BUS SHELTER CLEANING
Bus Shelter cleaning completed to schedule.

OTHER WORKS
War Memorial cleansing completed to schedule.

Additional cleansing, strimming and preparations for Jubilee 
events completed.

Graffiti removed from signs throughout Seaton Valley.

Astley Park ready for Green Flag Awards.

The Enforcement Team issued 13 Advice Letters, 3 
Warning letters, 1 FPN, 1 statutory notice, 3 community 
protection warnings and 2 community notices between 1st 
April - 30th June 2022.

SEATON VALLEY PARTNERSHIP EXPENDITURE  
ALLOCATION 2022/23

BUDGET 2022/23

Budget £625,380

Grounds Maintenance

Grounds Maintenance

GRASS CUTTING
Grass cutting commenced on the 14th March 2022 and we are currently undertaking cutting cycle 9.

WEED SPRAYING
We have completed our first full weed spray across Seaton Valley. The second spray is area specific and will take  
place in July.

FLORAL BEAUTIFICATION
Ongoing work preparing, planting and maintaining summer bedding throughout Seaton Valley.

Support provided to ‘in Bloom’ groups for judging.

Astounded at how beautiful Seaton Valley is 
kept. Thank you to everyone involved for all 
the hard work that is put into making the area 
such a nice place.

Quote Of  
The Quarter

Public Realm

Street Cleansing

£156,345

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

£156,345 £156,345 £156,345

Seaton Valley Partnership Performance Report 
14 April - 30 June 2022
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Councillor Information

Cllr. Susan Dungworth

CHAIR
Hartley Ward

TEL 
0191 237 5531

EMAIL 
susandungworth61@gmail.com

Wed 21 September

Full Council

7.00pm
Seaton Sluice 

Community Centre

--

Wed 26 October

Finance & General 
Purposes

6.00pm
Seaton Valley

Council Offices

--

Wed 23 November

Full Council

7.00pm
Seaton Valley

Council Offices

--

NEXT COUNCIL  
MEETING DATES

Cllr. Graham Eastwood

VICE CHAIR
Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward

TEL 
07787 072147

EMAIL 
cllrgesvpc@gmail.com

Cllr. David Ferguson

Hartley Ward

TEL 
07890 046696

EMAIL 
david.ferguson01@

northumberland.gov.uk

Cllr. Jill Henderson

Hartley Ward

TEL 
07918 665959

EMAIL 
jill1104@icloud.com

Cllr. Les Bowman

Holywell Ward

TEL 
07904 060594

EMAIL 
lesbowman@me.com

Cllr. Eva Coulson

Holywell Ward

TEL 
07548 252043

EMAIL 
evacoulson@hotmail.co.uk

Cllr. Ann Stanners

Holywell Ward

TEL 
07576 431152

EMAIL 
annstanners@hotmail.com

Cllr. Sue Bowman

Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward

TEL 
07961 940065

EMAIL 
suebowman@me.com

Cllr. Eve Chicken

Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward

TEL 
07922 673987

EMAIL 
eve.chicken@yahoo.co.uk

SURGERIES

Details of surgeries are 
available on our website The 
Council - Councillor Details.

Please use the contact details 
if you wish to contact your 
Ward Councillor to discuss 

any issues.

Planning Sub-Committees will 
be scheduled as and  

when required.



Providing Emergency Food Assistance to 
Seaton Valley Residents in Need 

Collection bins are in various locations in Seaton Valley. 
More information and examples of what can be donated at: 

www.seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk/community/food-bank 


