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Hello, and a belated Happy New Year to you all.

Christmas is one of my favourite times of the year so, it was 
great to be able to hold our annual Christmas events at the 
end of last year without any social gathering restrictions.  
All the events went well and we enjoyed seeing families 
and children coming together to celebrate the start of the 
festive season with us.

I would like to thank the pupils and staff from Seghill, 
Seaton Sluice, Holywell and New Hartley First Schools for 
attending their village Christmas events and singing carols.

At its meeting on the 18 January, the council agreed on 
its budget for 2023/24.  In doing so, the council had to 
balance the need to maintain the existing services while 
considering how the cost-of-living crisis is affecting 
residents.  In the event, it was agreed to increase the 
council’s element of the council tax by a below-inflation 
increase of 2%, meaning that its Band D equivalent council 
tax will go up by £2.47 a year.

In setting our budget, we have used our newly adopted 
Seaton Valley Action Plan to help guide some new 
expenditure.  This includes setting up an annual budget to 
support a newly created Youth Action Fund and additional 
funding for activities for young and older residents.

I was pleased to see our latest new play park was opened 
at Northside Place in Holywell on the 5 November.  The play 
park was installed in response to residents asking for play 
facilities for their children in the area.  We are committed to 
providing fun and safe places for children to play.  Although 
we don’t have plans for any new play parks in Seaton 
Valley in the next 12 months, we are going to be carrying 
out refurbishment to some of the play equipment at our 
existing parks throughout the spring and summer months.

Susan Dungworth
Chair, Seaton Valley Community Council

Welcome to Issue 28 of Seaton Valley Council’s 
Futures Magazine

At the time of going to print, the plans to celebrate the 
Coronation of King Charles in May have not yet been 
published.  Our community spirit was evidenced last 
summer when we came together to celebrate the Platinum 
Jubilee of our late Queen Elizabeth II.  I am sure that 
community spirit will be in great abundance as we officially 
celebrate the new King’s coronation.  As and when we 
are made aware of community events to celebrate the 
Coronation, we will publicise them on our website and 
social media accounts.  

I hope you enjoy reading this issue of our Futures Magazine 
and would invite you to contact the council with any 
comments you may have on any of the articles within it.

If you would like to contact Seaton Valley Council,  
Please use the details below:

Telephone:

0191 237 9870
Email:

Contact@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Open:

Monday - Friday
Opening Times:

8:30am - 4:00pm

Address:

20-22 Astley Road 
Seaton Delaval 
Northumberland 
NE25 0DG
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At a meeting of the Full Council on Wednesday 18 January 
2023, councillors agreed on the council’s 2023/24 annual 
budget. Headlines from the meeting were:

• Agreement to increase the council’s element of 
the council tax by a below-inflation increase of 2%, 
meaning that its Band D equivalent council tax will 
go up by a small amount to £125.99 per annum.  The 
council didn’t feel it was appropriate to agree to a larger 
increase as it is conscious that residents are already 
facing increases in other essential bills during the cost-
of-living crisis.  

• The council also agreed on a below-inflation increase 
for allotment rents of 2%, again recognising the need 
to keep increases to a minimum whilst at the same time 
making a contribution to rising maintenance costs.

• In terms of new expenditure, the council used the newly 
adopted Seaton Valley Area Plan to guide its thinking 
and has set up an annual budget of £10,000 to support 
a newly created Youth Action Fund; additional funding 
to hold a number of community skateboarding taster 
sessions and further funding to host a series of drop-in 
events where older members of the community will be 
asked for their views on what additional activities they 
would like to see provided in the Valley.

New benches have recently been installed along the 
Black Path in Seghill overlooking the Welfare Recreation 
Ground.

The benches will give residents somewhere to sit and enjoy 
the views across the recreation ground or to stop and watch 
a game of rugby or football when supporting their local  
Seghill teams.

Seaton Valley Council 2023/24 Annual Budget

New Benches for Seghill and Seaton Delaval

In agreeing on its 2023/24 budget the council also agreed 
to continue to provide funding to:

• Run a free school holiday activity programme in Seaton 
Valley in partnership with Northumberland County 
Council Sports Development Team that includes a free 
packed lunch for those children who take part.

• Support community events in each of its five villages, 

• Hold Christmas events and provide Christmas lighting 
in each of the villages. 

• Continue its successful neighbourhood partnership 
arrangements with Northumberland County Council 
which provides environmental services to the 
community.

Cllr. Susan Dungworth, Chair of the Council, said, “I’m 
delighted that the council has been able to restrict the 
increase in its element of the council tax to 2% - an 
increase significantly below the rate of inflation.  I’m further 
delighted that the council has agreed to provide funding to 
support the creation of a Youth Action Fund that will fund 
activities and project ideas that young people come  
up with.”

The benches have been funded by the Councillor’s Small 
Schemes Fund.  Cllr. Sue Bowman, Seghill with Seaton 
Delaval Ward Councillor said, “Residents have been asking 
for more benches in the village and we thought that along 
the Black Path was a good location.  This is a popular place 
for residents to walk and they can now sit and enjoy the 
view across the open green space.”

Sue added, “We are also pleased to have been able to use 
part of the Small Schemes Fund to help contribute towards 
the new mining memorial at the front of the Institute 
Memorial Hall.  It is important that we remember and 
celebrate the history of where we live.”

In addition to the new benches in Seghill, some old benches 
along Astley Road in Seaton Delaval, between Western 
Avenue and Wheatridge, have also been replaced with new 
wooden benches.



At the full council meeting on 23 November 2022, councillors 
agreed to adopt the new Seaton Valley Area Plan.

In 2015 the council published Seaton Valley Village Plans and a 
valley-wide action plan covering each of the five villages. The plans 
were based on consultation with local people and organisations via 
interviews, questionnaires and engagement events in each of the 
villages.

In March 2022 we commissioned ‘Your Back Yard’, a social 
enterprise company that worked with us on the 2015 plans, to carry 
out a review and help us develop a new plan. To simplify things, the 
remit this time was to do one valley-wide area plan.

The consultation was carried out over the spring and summer of 
2022, which included interviews with over 20 representatives from 
community organisations and businesses and a survey that was 
completed by over 200 local people.

Sessions were also carried out with students from Whytrig and 
Seaton Sluice Middle Schools.

Drop-in sessions were held in all the villages where the headline 
findings were presented to residents who attended.

The new play park is on the grassed area at the end of Northside 
Place in Holywell between the rear of the houses on Tillmouth 
Avenue and Dunsdale Road. The park has been installed in 
response to residents asking for more children’s play parks in this 
part of Holywell village. 

Despite the rain, we were joined by several families at the opening 
event, who all enjoyed the free hot chocolate and Danish pastries 
before trying out the new play equipment. They all commented 
about how good it is to have play facilities so close to where they 
live.

The play park was officially opened by Cllr. Les Bowman, Parish 
and County Councillor for Holywell Ward. Cllr. Bowman said: “This 
is a wonderful little play park that’s accessible to families. I have 
been asked to provide more play facilities in Holywell, and I am so 
pleased that we have been able to install this play park. I’m sure it 
will give many hours of fun to the children who use it.”

We officially opened our newest children’s play 
park at an opening event on Saturday 5 November 
2022.
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Seaton Valley Area Plan

Northside Place Play Park Opening Event

Following the consultation, a new Seaton Valley Area Plan has been created that is focused on the issues raised by 
residents and businesses in the area.

The Seaton Valley Area Plan booklet provides more detailed information about the consultation process and the projects. 
The Area Plan is available on our website under the Community – Community Planning drop-down menu. Copies are also 
available at our Seaton Delaval offices and community centres around the valley.
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Village Christmas Lights Switch-on Events

We welcomed the festive season to Seaton Valley with 
our annual switch-on of the Christmas lights in our five 
villages.

The events started in Seghill on the 25 November and were 
followed by Seaton Sluice, Seaton Delaval, Holywell and the 
final event at New Hartley on the 3 December. 

There was a fantastic turnout from residents to support 
the switch-on events, and it was great to return to our full 
events programme following the restrictions over the past 
couple of years.

The festive crowds were entertained by our guest compare, 
Andrew, assisted by Martin, who performed magic and 
Christmas songs and were joined by some residents on 
stage to perform a rendition of Rudolf the Red- Nosed 
Reindeer.

Prize draws were held for the children, which included 
a lucky wristband and our golden ticket prize draw. The 
winners of each prize draw received a ‘goody bag’ full of 
Christmas surprises.

We had free mulled wine and mince pies and Santa and 
Rudolf joined us to celebrate the lights being switched 
on. You can view a selection of photographs from all the 
events on our website under the Community – Christmas 
Activities drop-down menu.
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Christmas Lights Competition
Each year we hold our annual Christmas lights competition held in conjunction with the village First Schools. 

Children take part in a competition to design a decorative Christmas Light.  The winner from each school gets their winning 
design made into a light, and they get to switch their light on at their village event.  They are joined by the runners up to 
switch on the lights of the village Christmas tree.  

Unfortunately, some of the winners were unable to come to the switch-on events this year.  Pictured below are the winners 
who were there, switching on the lights with their respective ward councillors:

SEGHIL

1. Colby Maltman

2. Klay Wollers

3. Joey Harvey

SEATON DELAVAL

1. Jasmine Cutter

2. Nathaniel Oliver

3. Robyn Stanners

NEW HARTLEY

1. Ethan Golder

2. George Watson

3. Evie Batson

SEATON SLUICE

1. Havana Peters

2. Noah Turner

3. Penny Roshe

HOLYWELL

1. Jake Elliot

2. Poppy Hunt

3. Mason Byrne

Christmas Shop Window Competition
We hold an annual Christmas Shop Window Competition 
and invite businesses in Seaton Valley to decorate their 
windows and enter the competition.

There was a great variation in the decorating themes in the 
windows this year, making the judging very difficult.  

A Million Dreams from New Hartley were declared the 
winner with Fred and Gingers from Seaton Delaval being 
awarded the second prize.  There were joint winners for the 
third prize, ML Estates and Tilly’s Teapot, both in Seaton 
Delaval.

Pictured are Denise and Ethan Myers from A Million Dreams, 
receiving their winning certificate from Cllr. Eve Chicken.
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Seaton Valley Christmas Present Appeal 2022
We were grateful for all the donations of new toys, games 
and books that residents made to our annual Christmas 
Present Appeal.

The appeal, which was started in 2020 during the Covid-19 
pandemic, provides Christmas presents for children of 
families in Seaton Valley, who might need a bit of extra 
support during the festive season.

Thanks to some cost-of-living funding that we received 
from Northumberland County Council, we were able to buy 
extra presents for the appeal.

The presents were given out to families at Astley Park 
Pavilion at the beginning of December.  Presents were 
also distributed by the village First Schools to families and 
through referrals from family support workers.

More than 1300 presents were given out with each child 

Our annual Seaton Valley Photography Competition is 
open for submissions.  The theme is ‘Pictures of where I 
live’.

The competition is open to all residents of Seaton Valley.  
The pictures submitted must have been taken within the 
Seaton Valley boundary.

There are five categories, and you can submit up to 10 
photographs to the competition.

The categories are:

•  Landscape

•  Wildlife

•  Village life

• Under 18s

•  Under 10s

Village life can be people, buildings, events, or anything that 
shows life in one of the Seaton Valley villages.

The five category winners will each receive a £50 muti-
store gift card.

Please don’t be put off entering if you don’t have the 
latest expensive equipment.  Most of us have cameras on 

We look forward to seeing your photographs!

receiving between three and five presents.  We also 
provided selection boxes and chocolate gifts to go with  
the presents.

We would like to thank everyone who donated to the appeal 
and the First Schools and family support workers for 
helping us to distribute the presents.

Seaton Valley Photography Competition 2023
our phones, and modern technology has meant that the 
qualities of these pictures are as good as some cameras.

The closing date for entries to be submitted is 31 March 
2023.

The submission requirements and how to enter the 
competition are on our website under the Community drop-
down menu or scan the QR Code below.
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With the first full year since the Hall’s Curtain Rises 
project* completed last summer, we’re now reintroducing 
our programme of talks and tours: see the website for 
details and choose from a potted history tour, a gardens 
tour, a wider estate walk or a talk from one of our 
specialists. Some carry a small charge and require  
pre-booking; however most are free of charge and  
you can join them on the day. 

Our opening hours remain the same in 2023: Seaton Delaval 
Hall is open Wednesdays-Sundays during term time and 
every day during Northumberland school holidays plus 
bank holidays – three of which are in May when the gardens 
are bursting with spring colour.  Coming up you can take 
part in our annual Easter trail and win a prize at the end. 
Tots’ Plots, the Hall’s weekly drop-in pre-school gardening 
session returns from Good Friday, 7 April.  There’s no 
booking necessary and no charge – just turn up and enjoy 
gardening, crafts, stories and more 10:30am-midday every 
week in the Community Kitchen Garden, whatever  
the weather. 

From 19 April – 14 May you’ll be able to see the shortlisted 
proposals for the second year of the North East Emerging 
Artist Award on display in the Stables and be part of the 
judging process by voting for your favourite. This is followed 
from 17 May – 11 June by the exhibition from the first year’s 
winners.  This year’s winners feature a playful take on the 
architecture of the hall with Edmond Salter’s Vanbrugh 
Croquet, New Borders from audio producer Chantal Herbert 
and photographer Dami Fawehinmi which is a response to 

Seaton Delaval Hall

the William Bell painting ‘John Delaval (1756-1775) as a Boy 
and an Unidentified Attendant’ and dancer Maria Isidora’s 
audio-visual installation, Timekeeping. 

The Hall’s programme of working with local schools and 
colleges continues across the year.  Last year we welcomed 
20 students aged 14 – 18 on work experience and we’re keen 
to welcome more from the Seaton Valley area.  If you want 
to discover opportunities do get in touch with us. Maybe 
you know areas you’d like to work in or maybe you’re still 
exploring; we can offer a broad programme that will give 
you a flavour of work in catering and hospitality, gardening 
and horticulture, conservation, maintenance and more 
and we can also focus your week if you’re interested in a 
particular area.

Drop us a note to find out more –  but be quick,  
places are limited. 

seatondelavalhall@nationaltrust.org.uk 

* Supported by the National Lottery heritage fund 
thanks to players of the National Lottery.
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Advertisements

To advertise here please contact David Freeman on 
0191 2379870 or email,

Engagement@seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk

YOUR LOCAL ESTATE AGENT 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS

Do you have a property to sell or to rent? 
When you sell or let  your home with ML Estates you 
have peace of mind you are in experienced hands. 

We are Seaton Valley’s oldest Estate agent. 

We advertise your property on the most popular 
property websites and work closely with you 

throughout the process step by step.

0191 237 6060

sd@mlestates.co.uk

www.mlestates.co.uk

27 Avenue Road, Seaton Delaval, 
Tyne & Wear, NE25 0DT
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Street Cleaning

LITTER PICKING 
100% of litter picks and bin emptying has been completed 
to schedule.

Mechanical Sweeping completed to schedule.

FLY TIPPING
23,720 kg of litter was collected and 66 fly tips were 
removed during this period. 9 fly tips were also 
investigated by the Enforcement Team. 

7 abandoned vehicles, 1 fly post, 29 duty of care, 3 yard 
accumulations and 2 highway incidents were actioned by 
Enforcement during the period 1 October - 31 December 
2022.

Customer Feedback

COMPLIMENTS
1 Compliment was received during the period 1 October - 31 
December 2022 regarding neighbourhood services.

COMPLAINTS
5 formal stage one Complaints were received during the 
period 1 October - 31 December 2022.

All complaints are investigated and actioned accordingly.

Public Realm

Bus Shelter cleaning completed to schedule. 

War Memorial inspection and cleansing completed to 
schedule, with additional cleansing of areas in preparation for 
Remembrance Day. 

Installation of Christmas trees across all five villages in Seaton 
Valley, with additional cleansing for Christmas events. 

Drains causing floods cleared.

The Enforcement Team issued 35 Advice Letters, 5 
Warning letters and 2 Statutory Notices during the period 1 
October - 31 December 2022.

SEATON VALLEY PARTNERSHIP EXPENDITURE  
ALLOCATION 2022/23

BUDGET 2022/23

Budget £625,380

Grounds Maintenance

Grounds Maintenance

GRASS CUTTING
Grass cutting operations ceased for the season during October and the winter works programme commenced.

WINTER WORKS PROGRAMME
The winter works programme is in progress. Shrub bed maintenance has been completed in a variety of locations across 
Seaton Valley. Works are ongoing to complete the full programme.

Footpath Edging completed at Astley Park and ongoing in Seaton Sluice and parts of Seaton Delaval.

FLORAL BEAUTIFICATION
Winter bedding prep and planting completed in October 2022.

“I would like to thank one of your council 
workers. I am so grateful for their help today”

Quote Of  
The Quarter

Public Realm

Street Cleansing

£156,345

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

£156,345 £156,345 £156,345

Seaton Valley Partnership Performance Report 
1 October - 31 December 2022
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Councillor Information

Cllr. Susan Dungworth

CHAIR
Hartley Ward

TEL 
0191 237 5531

EMAIL 
susandungworth61@gmail.com

Wed 22 March

Full Council

7.00pm
Seaton Delaval & Holywell

Community Centre

--

Wed 26 April

Full Council

7.00pm
Seaton Valley

Council Offices

--

Wed 24 May

Annual Meeting and 
Annual Parish Meeting

6.30pm
New Hartley 

Memorial Hall

NEXT COUNCIL  
MEETING DATES

Cllr. Graham Eastwood

VICE CHAIR
Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward

TEL 
07787 072147

EMAIL 
cllrgesvpc@gmail.com

Cllr. David Ferguson

Hartley Ward

TEL 
07890 046696

EMAIL 
david.ferguson01@

northumberland.gov.uk

Cllr. Jill Henderson

Hartley Ward

TEL 
07918 665959

EMAIL 
jill1104@icloud.com

Cllr. Les Bowman

Holywell Ward

TEL 
07904 060594

EMAIL 
lesbowman@me.com

Cllr. Eva Coulson

Holywell Ward

TEL 
07548 252043

EMAIL 
evacoulson@hotmail.co.uk

Cllr. Ann Stanners

Holywell Ward

TEL 
07576 431152

EMAIL 
annstanners@hotmail.com

Cllr. Sue Bowman

Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward

TEL 
07961 940065

EMAIL 
suebowman@me.com

Cllr. Eve Chicken

Seghill with Seaton Delaval Ward

TEL 
07922 673987

EMAIL 
eve.chicken@yahoo.co.uk

SURGERIES

Details of surgeries are 
available on our website The 
Council - Councillor Details.

Please use the contact details 
if you wish to contact your 
Ward Councillor to discuss 

any issues.

Planning Sub-Committees will 
be scheduled as and  

when required.
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
COMPETITION 2023

Enter our photography competition with 
the theme of ‘Pictures of where I live’.

The competition is open to residents of 
Seaton Valley and all pictures must be 
taken within the Seaton Valley boundary.

PRIZES
£50 Gift Card for each category winner.

CATEGORIES
Landscape | Wildlife | Village Life |

Under 18s | Under 10s

www.seatonvalleycommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Closing date:  31 March 2023
Submission requirements and 
how to enter are on our website 
under the Community menu or 
scan the QR code below


